





CONGRESSIONAL GLORE. 








BY BLAIR AND RIVES. 


——WEEKLY———_ 





30 CTS. PER EXTRA SESSICN, 








97th ConG.........1stT SEss. 








Oontinued from No. 4, 


within that period. So that on these two 
months the two sonrces of expenditure, that of Con- 
and that of the semi-annual payment of the 
nsion list, principally fell. Yet the Secretary of the 
reasury proposes to go by that average for the 
remaining portions of the year: and it was this 
which led him (Mr. W.) to compare the items of 
expenditure of that two months with those of other 
equivalent periods of time within the fiscal year. 
He (Mr. W.) found the outstanding appropria- 
uons on the Ist of January, 1841, under the head 
of civil and miscellaneous, $5,237,234 28; and the 
appropriations for similar purposes for the year 
1841, $3,841,875 50, leaving $1,135,000 unex- 
nded more than the entire appropriation of the 
ear. Unless something unexpected and unfore- 
seen in our diplomatic relations occurs, the whole 
of this sum cannot be called for. 


Tocome now to the military service—and here 
he should confess he met a state of things that sur- 
prised him exceedingly. The Secretary gives, as 
the amount of outstanding appropriations on the 
Ist of January, 1841, $15,991,895 15; and he, 
(Mr. W. ) found the appropriations for the service 
of the year 1841, amounted to $8,657,000, leaving 
a balance of unexpended appropriations amount- 
ing to $7,234,000, at the command of the De- 
partment, and rendering unnecessary, in his opi- 
nion, the recommendation to this session for an ap- 
propriation of two anda half millions under that 
head. 

Turning now to the Navy Department, it is 
found under that head, that there were outstand- 
ing appropriations to the amount of $6,910,000. 

The appropriations for the service for the year 
1841, were $5,922,000, leaving an excess of $987,- 
931. The Secretary of the Navy says that, on the 
scale on which they are now proceeding, the means 
at the disposal of that Department are abundant; 
and next adverted to the subject of fortifications 
and the action of the last session of Congress, 
showing that no new appropriations are called for 
on that account. It appears that asum ef $1,435,- 
500 is to be expended on new works of fortifica- 
tion, and $220,000 for armament, making together 
$1,655,500. 

There then it is recommended, not to expend 
this sumon completing works already in progress, 
but to expend it on creating a newclass of works, 
which the Secretary tells us himself will cost a 
great deal of money. 

He woald not detain the Senate in reading the 
report of the Chief Engineer, but merely say that 
this system of defence, when completed according 
to the Chief Engineer’s plan, will require war gar- 
risons, in all, of at least 63,000 men, and the ex- 

nse of constructing them will be $29,215,371. 

o arm and equip them will cost $6,228,340, 
making $35,443,711. The Secretary, indeed, 
seems Only to have adopted the first class, amount- 
ing to $12 186,547. 

Next, we have statements touching Indian hesti- 
lities. He would read from page 29, Document 2, 
premising that in this statement and recommenda- 
tion, he has put it down, according to the Senator 
from Maine’s understanding of the matter, as requi- 
site for preventing Indian hostilities, $825,000. 
The Secretary of War, says: “Additional appropri- 
ations to the amount of $825,000 are required 
for the service of the present year.” 

By the estimates of the Paymaster General, we 
learn that $19,388 02 are required for arrearages 
of payments to militiain Florida. This he (Mr. 
Wricat) was unabie to explain. He remembered 
the subject was before Congress last session, and, 
according to his understanding of it, these volun- 
teers had been brought in without authority, but, 
he supposed, were subsequently recognised by the 
Department; for he found in the estimates a sum 
submitted last year for Georgia volunteers of 
$ ; bat it did not meet the approbation of the 





Commitiee of Ways and Means, and was not ap- 
propriated. It was the seitled determination of 
Congress to refuse their services. The other item 
for Fiorida volunteers is $297,292, which was sub- 
mitted for the year 1841. The appropriation was 
made for this service, and how it came to be placed 
under the head of arrearages remains to be ac- 
counted for. Congress last session refused the ap- 
propriation for the time past; yet now it is said it is 
due for arrearages. 

Mr. WRIGHT here yielded the floor on a mo- 
lion to postpone the debate until to-morrow, which 
prevailed, and the Senate went into the considera- 
tion of Executive business, 

And ther adjourned. 


—————, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuorspay, June 17, 1841. 

Mr. SERGEANT asked leave to offer a_resolu- 
tion, which was read for information, that from 
and after Saturday next the daily hour of meeting 
of the House shall be ten o’clock, a. m. and that 
nO motion to adjourn shall be received before four 
o’clock, p. m. 

Mr. WELLER objected to the reception of the 
resolution in its present form. 

Mr. SERGEANT moved a suspension of the 
rules to enable him to offer it. 

Mr. PICKENS hoped the gentleman would 
modify his resolution so far as concerned the ad- 
journment. Something might occur which would 
render it absolutely necessary to adjourn before 
the time there specified. With the exclusion of 
this part he was in favor of the resolution. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina said that 
the latter part of the resolution came in conflict 
with one of the rules of the House, which declared 
that a motion to adjourn should always be in order. 
That rule could not be changed withouta vote of 
two thirds. There was no legislative body that 
could not adjourn when it pleased. Buthe would 
vote for the suspension of the rules at all events, 
and trust to a modification of the resolution after- 
wards. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina inquired 
whether a proposition to change the rules must not 
be laid over one day. 

The SPEAKER replied that it must, unless so 
modified as to avoid coming in conflict with the 
rules. 

Mr. SERGEANT, in order to obviate any dif- 
ficulty of that kind, then withdrew the latter part 
of his resolution, and gave notice of his intention 
to move such an alteration of the rule. 

So the resolution was modified, as follows: 

Resolved, That from and after Saturday next, the 
daily hour of the meeting of this House shall be 
10 o’clock, a m. ; 

Objection being again made, 

Mr. SERGEANT moved a suspension of the 
rules; which prevailed—ayes 127, nays 53. 

So the rules were suspended. 

The question now being on the adoption of the 
resolution, 

Mr. FILLMORE asked Mr. Srnezant so to 
modify his resolution as to fix the daily hour of 
adjournment at 30’clock. There would be no 
time for the committees to do business if the 
House should they meet at 10 o’clock, and then 
sit illimitably. 

Mr. BRIGGS thought it would be in order to fix 
the hour of adjournment. He moved to amend the 
resolution by adding, at the end thereof, the words, 
* and that the hour of adjourning shall be 3 o’clock, 

” 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina demanded 
the previous question. 

And the main question (being first on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Briecs) was ordered to be taken. 

Mr. BRIGGS withdrew his proposition to 
amend. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered on the 
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main question, (on the adoption of the resolution, ) 
and, being taken, were—yeas 140, nays 50. 

So it was resolved that, from and after Saturday 
next, thé daily kour of the meeting of the House 
shail be ten o’clock, a. m. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked leave to offer a resolu- 
tion which he said was the same in substance as 
the amendment proposed (and withdrawn) by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Briaas.} He 
(Mr. F.) dd this at the especial request of the 
members of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
That committee had a great amount of labor to 
perform, which they could not perform if the reso- 
lution was to stand as it now did. Butif time was 
given to them in the afternoon, they could get 
through their business. The hour could be changed 
at any time the House might think proper. 

Mr. F. then offered the following resolution, 
which was read for information: 

Rssolved, That, after Saturday next, for the en- 
suing week, and no longer, it shall be the daty of 
the Speaker to adjourn this House at 3 o’clock, p. 
m. unless it shall adjourn at an earlier hour. 

Objection being made to the reception of the re- 
solution, 

Mr. FILLMORE said that, for the purpose of 
seeing whether the House was willing to give the 
Committee of Ways and Means proper time to 
transact its business, he would move a suspension 
of the rules. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS said the Committee 
of Ways and Means might obtain the leave of the 
House to sit during thesession of the House. 

Mr. FILLMORE. We must be in the House 
when the measures we report are acted on. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Tennessee asked the yeas 
and nays on the motion to suspend the rules, 
which were ordered, and being taken, were—yeas 
158, nays 52. 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. FILLMORE demanded the previous ques- 
tion, which was seconded. 

And the main question, being on the adoption ot 
the resolution, was ordered to be now put; and, be- 
ing taken, was decided in the affirmative. 

So it was also resolved that, after Saturday 
next, for the ensuing week, and no longer, it shal! 
be the duty of the Speaker to adjourn the House 
at three o’clock, p. m. unless it shall adjourn at an 
earlier hour. 

Mr. WATTERSON asked leave to present the 
following preamble and resolutions, and desired 
that the same might be read for informatien, viz: 


‘“‘Whereas the present Secretary of State at the 
‘capital of Virginia, and beneath an October sun, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight han- 
dred and forty, did use this language: ‘Yet even 
from this great and good man, (James Madison,) 
whom I hold to be chief among the just interpret- 
ers of the Constitution, I am constrained, however 
presumptuous it may be considered, to differ in 
relation to one of his interpretations of that instru- 
ment. I refer to one of his interpretations of that 
instrament. I refer to the opinion expressed by 
him, that the power of removal from office does 
exist in the Constitution as an independent power 
in the hands of the hands of the Presidentf, without 
the consent of the Senate. I wish he had taken a 
different view of it.’” 


Mr. ALFORD rose to a point of order. He in- 
quired whether this was a day set apart for orations. 
The reading was again proceeded witb. 

‘Whereas the present Secretary of War, with 
all the responsibility attached to his station as @ 
member of the House of Representatives, in Con- 
gress, did, no longer since than April of last year, 
give utterance to the following sentiments: ‘As to 
the constitutional power of the President to remove 
a subordinate officer for a difference of political 
opinion, I will say no more than simply to ask 
gentlemen to recur again to that clause cf the Con- 
stitution which provides that all civil offieers 
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may be removed from office upon conviction 
for ‘treason, felony, and other high crimes and 
misdemeanors;’ and afier they have done so, to 








put the question to themselves whether any | 


thing can be more supremely absurb, and even 
ridicujous, than this provision ef the Constitution, 
if the President was, by the same instrument, vest- 
ed with the power, by his sole authority, not only 
to remove for ‘treason, felony, and other high 
crimes and misdemeanors,’ but fer no reason at 
all, without any default whatsoever in the officer! 


The object of this clause in the Constitution was | 
undoubtedly, in the first place, to provide for the | 


remova! of public officers who had di qualified 


themselves for the public service by their crimes, | 


or the abuse or gross neglect of their trusts; and, 


secondly, to throw around the civil officer the same | 
protection and security, ip the enjoyment of their | 
rights, privileges, and emoluments, but, above all, | 


their good name, against al! ty. annical and arbi 


trary invasions or restrictions that the Constitution | 
and laws, both of the State and Federal Govern- | 
ments, are so careful to maintain and protect in the | 
The genivs and spirit of our 
vstem of civil liberty are di- | 
rectly opposed to the discretionary and arbitrary | 
control which the President claims and exercises | 


private citizen. 
whole scheme and 


over the public officers.” 

“Whereas the Hon. Henry Cray 

Mr. FILLMORE roe to a poiut of order, Was 
it proper to introduce a resolution in relation to any 
member of the other body? 

The SPEAKER said it was not. 

Mr. WATTERSON said that it was nota reso- 





lution in relation to the members of the other | 


House,gs such. It referred to aspeech made by Mr. 
Clay in the State of Virginia; wot as a member of 
the other House, but as Henry Clay. 

The SPEAKER said the Clerk would proceed 
with the reading. . 

Mr. DAWSON of Georgia rose to a point of or- 
der. 
character ought to be read. 

Mr. TURNEY called Mr. Dawson to order. 

Mr. DAWSON proceeded. Was it proper to 


throw into this body matter which was not the sub- | 


ject matter of legislation; upon which we could not 
act, and in violation of the rule adopted on Satur- 
day last, that nothing but subjects embraced in the 
President’s Message should be discussed here dur- 
ing the present session? 


The SPEAKER called the gentleman to order, | 


and inquired, “Does the gentieman object to the 
reading?” 
Mr. DAWSON. 


difficulty into this House. 

Mr. WATTERSON said the resolution was one 
of inquiry, and he moved a suspension of the rule 
for ils reception. 

Mr. TURNEY submitted to the Crair that a 
member had a right to bave read any subject mat- 
ter on which he was called to vote. 


Mr. WATTERSON wished to know whether | 


they were to be prohibited from introducing resolu- 
tions of inquiry during this session, even by means 
of a suspension of the rule. If so, no information 
of any kind could be procured from the Executive 
Departments. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Watrerson,] as well as any other 
member, couid offer a resolution on a suspension of 
the rule. 

Mr. WATTERSON said he had distinctly made 
such a motion. 

The SPEAKER said that motion would be en- 
tertained, and the gentleman would have the pri- 
vilege of having the resolution read in the legal 


way. 

Mr. WATTERSON inquired of the Spraxer 
whether a member had not aright to call for the 
reading of a paper thus presented? 

The SPEAKER. Yes; the member has a right 
to call for it, and the House has a right to refuse 
tto him. 

Mr. DAWSON inguired whether the paper was 
acall for information upon any of the Depart- 
ments? 

The SPEAKER said it was not. 
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He submitted whether a resolution of such a | 


I do ebject to it as a violation || 
of the rule, and as calculated to throw unnecessary | 
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Mr. WATTERSON said it was. 
Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts inquired if 


there was any resolution appended to the preamble? | 


If so, he would wish it read. 

The SPEAKER said there was a resolution ap- 
pended. 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped it would be read. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland said that he hoped 
it would be read, and that, if disrespectful to the 
House, it would be rejected. 

Mr. DAWSON. Let me be understood. If 
any part of this resolution calls for information ne- 
cessary to the investigation of any subject before 
this body, or which we have aright to eall for, I 
do not object. But if this resolution is intended as 
disrespectful to the majority of this body, I adhere 
to my objection. 

The SPEAKER called upon Mr. Warrerson to 
state how the fact was. 

Mr. WATTERSON said no such thing a dis- 
respect was intended. Let gentlemen have the 
paper read, and they could see for themselves. It 
was a resolntion ca'ling for information. 

Mr. DAWSON said he would withdraw his ob- 
jection to the reading, as the gentleman had stated 
that it was acall on the Depariment for informa- 
tion. Let the House see for itself. 

The Clerk then proceeded with the reading of 
the paper— 

““Whereas the Hon. Henry Cray, who is justly 
regarded as the great leader of the Whig party 
throughout the Union, expressed similar views in 
an electioneering speech which he made at Tay- 
lorsville, Hanover county, Virginia, June 27, 1840; 
being in these words: ‘If the President were com- 
pelled to expose the grounds and reasons upon 
which he acted, in dismissals from office, the appre- 
hensions of public censure would temper the ar- 
bitrary nature of the power, and throw some pro- 
tection around the subordinate cfficer. Hence 
ihe new and monstrous pretension has been ad- 
vanced, that althouch the concurrence of the Senate 
is necessary, by the Corstitution, to the confir- 
mation of an appointment, the President may 
subsequently dismiss the person appointed, not 
only without communicating the ground on which 
he has acted, to the Senate, but without any 
suck communication to the people, for Whose 
benefit all offices are created! And so bold 
and daring has the Executive branch of the 
Government become, that one of its e¢abinet 
ministers, himself a subordinate officer, has con- 
temptuously refased to members of the House of 
Representatives to disclose the grounds on which 
he has undertaken to dismiss from office persons 
acting as deputy postmasters in his Department. 
* * * * There may be cases occasicnally, in 
which the public interest requires an immediate 
dismission without waiting for the assembling of 
the Senate; but in all such cases, the President 
should be bound to communicate fully the grounds 
and motives of the dismission. The power would 
be thus rendered responsible. Without it, the ex- 
ercise of the power is utterly repugnant to free in- 
stitutions, the basis of which is perfect responsi- 
bility, and dangerous to the public liberty.’ 

“Whereas, the present Attorney General of the 
United States, in a harangue that he made at the 
great Southwestern Whig Convention, held at 
Nashville, Tennessee. on the 17th day of August 
last, was reported to have held forth in the follow- 
ing strain: ‘The questions put by or on behalf of 
Mr. Van Buren are nct, ‘Is he henest? Is he ca- 
pable? Will he support the Constitution?’ O, no! 
these old fashioned questions, recognised by Jeffer- 
son’s Democracy, have all been superseded by 
another set, which run somewhat after this fashion: 
‘What has he done for our party? Has he bullied 
at the polls?) Has he used means to mislead the 
people and entice them into our support? Has he 
been rejected by the people?’ If he can establish 
these claims, his reward is sure.’ And whereas 
there are good reasons for believing that the Ex- 
ecutive Departments, if they have not asked such 
questions, have acted upon such principles, as Mr, 
Crittenden falsely charged upon Mr. Van Buren, 
when conferring office upon such notorious ‘pipe 
layers’ as Bela Badger and others. 

‘Whereas, ‘It was the remark of a Roman Con- 
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" cal, in the early history of that celebrated Republic, 


thata striking contrast was observable in the con. 
duct of candidates for offices of power and trust 
before and after obtaining them—they seldom 
carrying out in the latter case the pledges and 
promises made inthe former. However much the 
world may have improved, in many respects, in 
the lapse of upwards of two thousand years 
since the remark was made by the virtuous and 
indignant Roman,” yet it is feared that a “strict 
examination” into the history of the Executive de- 
partments of this Government for the last two 
months, would ‘Gevelope similar instances of violat. 
ed faith.’ 

“‘And whereas the President has invited a strict 
scrutiny into the character and qualifications of 
- those whom he has appointed to office, there. 
ore 

‘Resolved, That the President be requested) to 
furnish this House with the names of ail cfficers 
dismissed by him, and the reasons for the dismissal] 
in each particular case 

“Resolved, That the Postmaster General, the At- 
torney General, the Secretary of State, the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, the Secretary of War, and 
the Secretary of the Navy, also furnish this House 
with the names of the officers dismissed by them in 
their respective Departments, together with the rea- 
sons for removing the same.” 

The paper having been read, 

Mr. RAYNER inquired of the Speaker whether 
it was in order to object to its reception? 

The SPEAKER said objection had already been 
made, and a motion was pending for a suspension 
of the rules. 

Mr. EVERETT moved to lay the motion to sus- 
pend the rule en the table. 

The SPEAKER said it was not in order. 

Mr. RAYNER said that, if in order, he would 
move that the House should not entertain the con- 
sideration of the resolution. He, amongst others, 
had been contending for several days past against 
the reception of papers disrespectful and insult- 
ing to the House; and he looked upon this paper 
as such. 

Mr. DAWSON said the question would be wheth- 
er it was in order to move to suspend tha rules to 
receive a propesition which might be considered 
disrespectful to the body. 

The SPEAKER said the House must judge of 
the character of the proposition. 

Mr. PROFFIT asked the yeas and nays on the 
motion to suspend the rule, which were ordered; 
and, being taken, were yeas 57, nays 130. 

So the House refvsed to suspend the rule. 

Mr. GILMER asked leave to introduce the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, Thata committee of five members of 
this House be appointed, whose duty it shal] be toexa- 
examine particularly as to the number of officers or 
agents employed, the expenditures, and modes of 
transacting business in the several Departments of 
the public service at the seat of Government, and at 
such other points as thecommitiee may deem ne- 
cessary, Or as may be indicated by this House, and 
that such committee report at the next session 
whether it is proper to make any reductica of the 
expenses of the civil list, or in the number or ar- 
rangement of the persons thus employed, and whe- 
ther the patronage of the Executive branch of the 
Government may not be diminished,or regulate.| as 
to these appointmeats for which there is an _ indis- 
pensable necessity. 

On the suggestion of Mr. GENTRY, Mr. Git- 
MER modified his resolution so as to direct the com- 
mitiee to report at the next session. 

Mr. MALLORY asked the yeas and nays on the 
resolution. 

And the resolution being before the House, and 
the question being on its adoption— 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Maryland, moved to 
amend it by increasing the number of the commit- 
tee to nine. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON suggested to Mr. Gi- 
MER whether he would not reach the object in view 
beuer by instructions to each of the several stand- 
ing committees of the Departments. 

[Cries of ‘‘No—no.”]} 

Mr.C. BROWN ef Pennsylvania moved toamend 
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the resolution by providing that the committee 
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ery and other supplies usually furnished by the 


‘‘shall have authority to sit during the recess of 
Congress. He thought the propriety of bis amend- 
ment must be obvious to all who wished to join 
with the gentleman from Virginia in the object he 
had in view—“‘economy, retrenchment, and re- 
form.” With such a motto to begin with, and with 
the gentleman from Virginia at the head of the 
committee, and with a committee composed of 
members who would keep this motto in view, it 
was only necessary to give the committee time to 

rosecute their examination in different portions of 
ine country, especially at important points such as 
our principal cities, to effect the important ends of 
the proposed inquiry. But if the House should 
merely create a committee and then limit it toa 
few days or weeks, and confine iis action to the 
city of Washington, nothing valuable could be ac- 
complished. 

Mr. GILMER here interposed and said he 
thought he could obviate the gentleman’s objection. 
Let the committee be organized, let them make an 
experiment, and if on trial they should find they 
could not obtain the information svught, then they 
could ask, and would no doubt obtain power to sit 
during the recess, but there was no need of confer- 
ring on them this power in advance. 

Mr. BROWN said he knew, now, as well as he 
should at the end of this session, that the committee 
could not, in a few days or weeks, accomplish the 
object of their appointment. He desired that they 
should go to Philadelphia, to New York, and to 
other prominent prominent points where custom- 
houses were situated, and where large numbers of 
public officers were in the employ of Government, 
and see whether it was necessary that these persons 
should still be retained in office. He had under- 
stood that in Philadelphia there were at least one- 
third more than were necessary to the duties of the 
custom-house. He perceived from the smiles of 
gentlemen round him that they seemed to consider 
this remark as bearing on the course of the late 
Administration; but he cared not where the cen- 
sure might fall, or whom it might involve—te re- 
garded truth alone. The resolution might bea 
very good one, if not so limited as be rendered nu- 
gatory; but if it wasto be restricted to the present 
session, it could be of no use or advantage what- 
ever. 

Mr. B. said that he had heard it said, though he 
could net vouch for the truth of the statement, that 
the number of custom-house officers in Philadel- 
phia had lately been increased, and ought to be 
diminished. Let the committee be empowered at 
once to continue ils investigations during the re- 
cess; he trusted they would then examine fully 
into the whole matter; and, Mr. B’s word for it, if 
such a course as this had been pursued at the be- 
ginning, they would have been able to reduce the 
public expenditures down to the amount of the 
public revenue, instead of screwing up the revenue 
to the amouat of the expenditures’ He was glad 
the resolution had been mtreduced; it would show 
the country that Congress went honestly for re- 
form, and not for draining the pockets of the peo- 
ple when there was no need for it. It would show 
that gentlemen were honest in their professions, 
and would tend greatly to conciliate public confi- 
dence. 

Mr. MORGAN demanded the previous ques- 
tion, which was seconded by the House, put, and 
carried; and the main question being first put on 
Mr. Brown’s amendment, it was negatived. 

The question then recurring on the adoption of 
the resolution— 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina inquired 
of the Chair whether the task to be confided to this 
committee was not strictly within the province and 

wer of the present standing committees of the 

ouse? If not, he would cheerfully vote for it. 

Mr. J.C. CLARK wished the mover to withdraw 
his motion. 

But, Mr. GILMER declining, 

Mr. CLARK asked the yeas and nays; which 
the House refusing to order, the resolution was 


agreed to. 


Mr. J. C. CLARK asked leave to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was read for information: 
Resolved, That, hereafter, all articles of station- 


Clerk for the use of the members of this House 
shall be purchased by contract, to be made with the 
lowest biiders, having reference to the quality of 
the specimens of the articles to be exhibied. And 
for such purpose, the Clerk shall advertise in three 
of the newspapers printed in the city of Washing: 
ton, one in Boston, one in New York, one in Balti- 
more, and one in Philadelphia, inviting sealed pro- 
posals for furnishing such siationery and supplies, 
giving sixty days’ notice that, on a specified day, 
all the proposals would be considered, and the spe- 
cimens furnished examined; and that, on such day, 
the proposals shall be opened in the presence of the 
Speaker and Clerk of the House, or, in the absence 
of the Speaker, in the presence of the Secretary of 
the Treasury and Clerk, who shall thereupon de- 
termine to which of the bidders the contracts shall 
be given, always contracting with the lowest bid- 
der, having reference to quality as aforesaid: Pro- 
vided, That the contractor shall give bond, with 
sureties to be approved by the Speaker and Clerk, 
to fulfil his contracts and to furnish the articles 
equal in quality to the specimens. 

Mr. EVERETT inquired of the Speaker whether, 
after petitions had been called, resolutions were not 
in order? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. EVERETT said he should then object to all 
resolutions until they were in order. 

Mr. J, C. CLARK moved a suspension of the 
rule; which motion prevailed. And the rule being 
suspended, and the resolution being before the 
House, and the question on its adoption 

Mr. BOWNE of New York moved to amend by 
inserting a provision ‘that said committre be in- 
structed to inquire and report to this House the 
amount of stationery used, and by whom used, in 
the recess between the: wo sessions of the Twenty- 
sixth Congress.” Mr. B.said be was told, and be- 
lieved, that a greater amount of stationery belong- 
ing to the people was used during that recess, in 
sending away documents, and other matters to af- 
fect the public mind, than was consumed in trans- 
acting the business of the last session. He asked 
his colleague to incorporate this amendment in his 
resolution. 

After some remarks from Messrs. PICKENS, 
ALFORD, and CLARK— 

Mr. TRUMAN SMITH proposed the follow- 
ing proposition; which, on his suggestion, Mr. J. 
C. Crank adopted, as a modification of his own: 

Resolved, That a select committee of five be ap- 
pointed to inquire into the contingent expenses of 
this House, and into any corrupt, illegal, or impro- 
per practices which may have existed or which do 
exist in this branch of the public service, and to 
ascertain whether the expenditures, or some part 
of them, have not been wasteful and extravagant; 
and whether the same can be reduced consistenly 
with a proper discharge by this House of its consti- 
tutional duties; and whether the method of keeping 
the eccounts of such expenditures cannot be im- 
proved; and whether there are not more clerks and 
other persons employed in the service of the 
House and in and about the Capitol and the public 
grounds adjoining than the public good requires; 
and whether the salaries or pay of such clerks and 
other persons should be reduced or otherwise al- 
tered or modified; with authority to report by bill 
otherwise, as they may see fit. 

Some further remarks were made by Messrs. 
BRIGGS, SERGEANT, COOPER, of Penpsy)- 
vania, UNDERWOOD, TILLINGHAST, and 
HOPKINS. 

Mr. G. DAVIS suggested a medification of the 
resolution, which called upon the heads of the De- 
partments to report the number of clerks in their 
Departments, the amount of compensation, &c. but 
the modification was not accepted. 

Mr. EVERETT said that the great economy he 
desired at present was the economy of time. He 
never had called the previeus question, yet he did 
not know but that he weuld call it now. If the 
House went on talking as it had heen doing, there 
would never be an end to it. He was inclined, for 
the first time, to move the previous question. And 
he did move it. 

After some conversation on a point of order, 
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The question on the demand for the previous 
question was put and seconded, 

And the main question was ordered to be taken. 

The yeas and nays were demanded on the main 
question, (being the first on the amendment ef Mr. 
Bowne,) when it was found that no quorem was 
present. 

This was at the early hour of half past 2 o'clock. 

Mr. FORNANCE moved that the Elouse do now 
adj urn. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, and, 
being taken, were—yeas 40), nays 116 
So the House refused to adjourn. 

rum was present. 

The question recurred and was taken en the 
amendment of Mr. Bowne, an! was decided in the 
negative—yeas 52, nays 108. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

And the resolution, as modified, was adopted. 

FAMILY OF THE LATE PRESIDENT. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whele on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Tatiarerro of Virginia in the 
chair,) on the bill for the relief of the widow of 
the late William Henry Harrison; which was read, 
as follows: 

A BILL for the relief of Mrs. Harrison, widow of 
the late President of the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury pay, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to Mrs. Harrison, widow of William 
Henry Harrison, late President of the United States, 
or in the event of her death before payment, then 
to the legal representatives of ihe said Wm. Henry 
Harrison, the sum of , 

The bill having been read at the Clerk’s table— 

Mr. ADAMS mpved to fili the blank in the bill 
with the sum of $25,000. 

[Cries in various paris of the Hall of “agreed,” 
“agreed.” 

Mr. A. said that this sum, as far as he under- 
stood, was in correspondence with the prevailing 
sentiment of the joint committee raised on this sub- 
ject, aud of which the gentleman now in the Chair 
had beena member. There had been some diffe- 
rence of opinion among the members of the com- 
mittee as to the sum which it would be proper to 
appropriate, and, also, on the part of one or two 
gentlemen as to the constitutieaality of the act it- 
self in any shape. There had been more objection 
to the constitutionality than there had beea as to 
the sum proposed. So far as there had been any 
discussion in the committee, it seemed to be the 
general sense of those composing it, that some pro- 
vision ought to be made for the family of the late 
President, not in the nature of a grant, but as an 
indemnity for actual expenses incurred by himself 
first, when a candidate for the Presidency. it had 
been observed in the commitiee, and it must be 
known to all members of the House, that, in the si- 
tuation in which Gen. Harrison had been piaced— 
far from the seat of Government, and for eighteen 
months or two years, while a candidate for the 
Presidency, exposed to a heavy burden of expense 
which he could not possibly avoid—~it was no 
more than equitable that he should, to a reasona- 
ble degree, be indemnified. He had been thus 
burdened while in circumstances not opulent; but, 
on the contrary, ithad been one ground on which 
he had received so decided proof of the people’s 
favor, that through a long course of public service 
he remained puor, which was in itself a demonstra- 
tive proof that he had remained pure also. Such 
had been his condition before leaving home to 
travel to the seat of Government. Atier his arri- 
val here, he had been exposed to another conside- 
rable burden of expense, far beyond any amount 
he had received from the public purse daring the 
short month he had continued to be President. 
His decease had left his family in circumstances 
which would be much improved by this act of 
justice done to him by the people, through their 
Representatives. The feeling was believed to be 
very general throughout the country, and without 
distinction of party, in favor of sucha measure. Ap- 
plications had come from the most respectable: ources 
and, among others, from the city of Charleston, a por- 
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tion of the country where the support given to Gen. 
Harrison as a political candidate had not been so 
strong as in many others: with a maguoanimity 
which that city bad often manifested, iis citizens 
had come forward and petitioned Cong:ess that this 
sam should be appropriated as an indemnity. 
There had; he believed, been other pet tions of the 
same character offered during this session. He 
would thank the Clerk to state whether such had 
not been the case. 

The Clerk, through the Chair, responded to the 
inquiry, and stated that there had. 

Mr. A. said that a gentleman from Pennsyiva- 
nia, near him, had just suggested that he had 10 his 
hands a petition praying tor a much larger grant 
than that hefbad moved, and which he would read 

when he came to speak to the resolution. The 
reason why Mr. A. had moved to insert this sum 
was, that, as far as he could understand what the 
public opinion was, this was the sum which was 
preferred by a great portion of the American peo- 
ple. A larger or smaller sum might be proposed; 
in which case thé question by usage of the House 
would first be put on the largest sum. 

The grounds and reasons for this appropriation 
bad been so long and se@ fully discussed in the pa- 
pers and journals of the country, that he presumed 
the minds of all the members of the House were 
made up in regard to it; he should not, therefore, 
add any further remarks. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania said he should 
trouble the committee with butt few words. He 
had risen merely in obedience to the reques! of a 
public meeting held within the district he had the 
honor to represent, and which had directed him to 
ask that Congress would make an appropriation of 
public money for the benefit of the family of the 
late President. An account of the procecdings of 
that meeting he then held in his hand, and should 
ask that it should be read at the Clerk’s table. He 
presented this paper now for the purpose ot show- 
ing the state of public feeling and public opinion 
in Pennsylvania among persons of all pc litical 
parties, for the meeting to which he had alluded 
had not been composed exclusively of the friends 
of General Harrison; on the contrary, members of 
both the great political parties which divided the 
country had been present on that occasion, and 
to their honor had all agreed that such an 
appropriaion ought to be made. In regard to 
the sum with which it had been proposed to fill 
the blank, he should move no amendment, al- 
though the appropriation recommended at the pub- 
lic meeting in his district had been much larger 
than that now proposed from the joint committee. 
He trusted that no objection would be made from 
any part of the House. The sum proposed was 
little enough—less, he was persuaded, than the 
great body of the American people, could they be 
individually consulted, would be williag to give. 
Let us, said Mr. C. act generously on this occasion, 
and in such a manner as shal! give the lie to that 
reproach so often made by the despots of Europe, 
that Republics are always ungrateful. The Go- 
vernment, as gentlemen all know, has made such 
appropriations on various occasion’. The honora- 
ble chairman will readily recollect the grant to La- 
fayette—a grant much larger than this, and for 
services certainly not much superior. 

Mr. C. said he had nothing further to add, 
save to ask that the record of the proceedings of the 
meeting of his constituents be now read by the 
Clerk. 

It was read accordingly. 

Mr. SNYDER of Pennsylvania moved to 
amend the bill by inserting a clause making provi- 
sion for the family of the late Charles Ogle of 
Pennsylvania, who, Mr. S. contended, had done as 
much io entitle his family to relief as General 
Harrison. He hoped the amendment would be 
agreed to, ashe was sure would be the case if 
the committee acied upon the principle of 
equity. 

Mr. STANLY called to order. 

The CHAIR, on being appealed to, decided that 
he amendment was out of order. 

Mr. SNYDER did not know much about points 
of order. He did not place the amendment on such 
grounds. He placed it on the justice of the com- 
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mitice, and contended that it ought, on the princi- 
ple of equity, to be agreed to. He was of opinion, 
however, that the amendment stood on the same 
ground as did the bill itself, inasmuch as Mr. OcLe 
had been quite as serviceable to the Whig party as 
General Harrison. 

Mr. WARD of New York said that he had had 
the honor of a seat in Congress at the time of the 
death of the jate lamented General Brown, at which 
time a bill was introduced, making an appro- 
priation of five thousand dollars to his surviving 
widow. Gentlemen on all political sides of the 
House had come up on that occasion in a manner 
which did them honor, and had passed the bill by 
a decided majority. Mr. W. was willing to 
perform a similar act to the widow of our late 
President, by voling an appropriation to give her 
one year’s salary of her husband. He under- 
stood that five thousand dollars had been already 
drawn, and inquired whether the twenty-five thou- 
sand dollars moved by the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts was to be understood as independent of 
that balance. Being answered in the. negative, 
Mr. W. said he should vote that amount with iofi- 
nile pleasure; and he confijently trusted that the 
same upanimity would be manifested on this occa- 
sion as had been displayed in the case of Mrs. 
Brown. 

Mr. BRIGGS hoped the question would at once 
be taken; when 

Mr. GORDON of New York moved to fill the 
blank in the resolution with the sum of $6,250. 

Mr. DEAN, of Ohio, said he was opposed to 
voling any sum whatever. There was something 
so extraordinary in the proposition, that the mo- 
ment he heard it he was startled at the views of the 
ruling party. Congress had been convened for an 
extraordinary purpose, but was it for the purpose 
of granting relief to the heirs of General Harrison? 
Was it fora purpose like this that the country had 
called upon them to assemble? Was this to be 
the first measure proposed for their public ac- 
tion? Mr. D.said he had no disposition to speak 
here of the acts of the deceased; he did not at this 
time desire to review the history of that man; he 
was willing that in his case the usual fate of men 
should be reversed. Let the evils he had done be 
buried wiih his bones, and let the good only which 
he had done for his country live after him. Mr. 
D. should set that all aside, until some gentleman 
should get up and attempt to express a ealogy upon 
the valor, patriotism, and publie worth of William 
Henry Harrison; should any thing like this be at- 
tempted, Mr. D. should then claim the right of ex- 
pressing his views as to the merits of that man asa dis- 
unguished and illustrious patriot. Inthe meanwhile, 
he had serious objections to this bill,ard such as came 
home to his bosom. ‘The passage of any such act 
was barred by the principles of this Government 
and the restrictions of the Constitution. That in- 
strument vested them with ne authority to throw 
away the treasure of the country. . By which of ‘its 
clauses was Congress empowered to give away the 
public money gratuitously? He cared nothing for 
precedents. It was said that Congress had made 
a still larger grant to Lafayette: but Mr. D. never 
could find any sound reason or constitutional prin- 
ciple which justified them in conferring a gratuity 
upon anyman., He was opposed to all gratuities. 
They had come here, as it was alleged, to relieve 
the distress of the country. Yes; this “distress of 
the country” had been rung in the ears of the 
people from Georgia to the Lakes. Nothing was 
heard from a certain set of politicians but public 
distress and imdending ruin; and there must bea 
called meeting of Congress toseek out some mode 
to allay the distress. Now, Mr. D. must say that 
in his section of country there was no distress and 
no ruin; there was no derangement of the currency 
but such as was beyond the action of this 
House toremedy. Mr. D. wasno believer in 
these distresses of the dear people. There was no 
distress in his district, and he had come here, not 
to make gratuities, but to discharge his constitu- 
tional duties according to the will of his constitu- 
ents. It was not their will that any such bill as 
this should pass. If the question could be put to 
| the vote among the people of his district, there was 





or old Federalis!, who would give one farthing of 
this money. No, there was not one, not one man 
that would raise his voice in favor of making this 
donation to the widow and heirs of William Henr 

Harrison. Mr. D. said he had been astonished at 
the remark of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Apams } when he had siated, as one reason jn 
favor of making this donation, General Harrison 
had made large expenditures in an electioneering 
campaign. What! was Congress to remunerate 
men for expending large sums of money in build. 
ing log cabins? Was it indeed so? For himself 
he had no doubt in the world that money had been 
poured out like a flood for electioneering purposes 

but was Congress to be called upon for remunera. 
tion? 

After some interruptions, Mr. D. proceeded to 
state, that, to his personal knowledge, the West 
had been flooded with documents franied by mem. 
bers of Congress, and which had been profusely 
spread over the land. 

{Cries of ** We know i'.”} 

Mr.D. Well, then, if gentlemen knew it, why 
did they vote down a resolution, the object of 
which was to bring such matters to light?) Were 
he permitted to repeat openly in his place a remark 
which had been made within his hearing, he could 
give a very good reason why that resolution had 
been voied down. 

[Cries of * Give it »—“ give it "—* let us have 
1” 

Mr. D. said that if it were proper he could soon 
give it, fer it had proceeded from an old Whig Fe- 
deralist. 

[Calls to order, mixed with cries of “Go on.”] 

Mr. D. said he was not to be deterred by any 
noise or confusion which gentlemen might choose 
to get up, from giving his views of this bill. jt 
was an attempt to work upon the better feelings of 
men to make them do wrong; but both honor and 
policy should place men above all such influence. 
When had such a proposition ever been heard of 
in any deliberative body? When had it ever before 
been asserted that because a man’s expenses had 
been immense in getting into a public effice, there- 
fore $25,000 must be granted to his widow ? 

Mr. D. had been little surprised at the action of 
the House, though he must say that he ha! ot be- 
fore been aware to what extent certain influences 
could be made to reach the action of members on 
that floor. He had not supposed that any man 
here would ever have given his sanction to the 
rules under which they were now Sitting and 
acting; but they had been adopted, and he 
was bound to yield to them. They had 
resolved that no petition should be received, 
nor any subject acted upon, save such as 
had been specially referred to them by the Presi- 
dent. Now, it did so happen that the subject of 
this bill was referred to in the President’s message, 
but the rule forbade the consideration of any other 
claim. Now, was this not an extraordinary fea- 
ture of legislation? Was it noi a most extraordi- 
nary state of things that they should be sitting, le- 
gislating on an ideal claim, a mere gratuity, a pro- 
ject to give away the public money to those who 
had no legal claim to it whatever, and yet that 
those who had a fair and legal claim must be shut 
out from presenting it? 

Mr. D. had, in his drawer, three petitions from 
old soldiers worn out in the public service, who 
never had received one farthing of the public mo- 
ney. If these men knocked at the door, gentle- 
men turned round and said to them, depart till a 
more convenient season; we are busy with making 
a grant to Mrs. Harrison. He did not know what 
other gentlemen might think, but, among his con- 
stituents, it was thought that twenty-five thousand 
dollars was an enormous sum—an ample remune- 
ration, indeed, for the public service of any man. 
And was it not enough to compensate any candi- 
date for the expenses he might be at when elec- 
tioneering for the office? If, after he had got into 
office, he should die, he would be entitled to his le- 
gal salary so long as he performed the service, and 
no more. Mr. D. had. been surprised at the deci- 
sion of the Chair and of the House in reference to 
the amendment moved by the gentlemen from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Snyper] in bebalf of the wi- 
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dow and children of Charles Ogle. What differ- 
ence was there between the claim of Ogle’s heirs 
and those of General Harrison? Were not the 
one as much entitled to the sympathies of 
Federalists as the other? Were gentlemen in 
favor of giving bounties here, and such 
bounties as should follow men down to 
their heirs? Was this the retrenchment and 
the reform that the country had been taught 
toexpect? He should like to know how any man 
could justify his vote for'such a grant as this 
Was not the Treasury alreedy sufficiently drained? 
Had they not come together under the specious 
pretence of furnishing ways and means to reple- 
nish a drained, exhausied Treasury? And was this 
one of the means? Was this a bill to provide a 
sound and uniform currency? Was this one of the 
measures that were to res'ore confidence? Could 
that be the object of the bili? Mr. D. concluded 
by protesting against the grant of any sum what- 
ever to persons who had ro legal claim to asingle 
dollar. 

Mr. LANE of Indiana said he had not intended 
to utter a word, until he had heard what had just 
falien from the member from Ohio. 


Strange, in- | 


deed, it must have sounded to every human being | 


that heard it—that that member, himself a citizen 
of Ohio, should get up here to make war on a dead 
citizen of his own State! He hoped the party to 
which that member belonged would not sustain 
him in such a course. 
House that he would forbear making any attack 
upon the military character of Wm. Henry Harri- 
son. In God’s name, who did he think would lis- 
ten to such an attack, on the floor of an American 
Congress? Herefrain! And was not that mili- 
lary character a part of the history of. he country? 
The deeds of Wm. Henry Harrison were given to 
the past—far beyond the reach of the efforts of any 
assailant. 
that, among his constituents, there was no disuress. 
If they never had been distressed before, they would 
be when they came to read the member’s speech. 
Mr. L. trusted in God that no party would sustain 
sentimenis like these. Who that had an Ameri- 
can heart in his bosom could refuse a grant which 
did equal honor to the giver and receiver? 

Mr. L. made some further remarks of a political 
and personal character in reply to Mr. Dean. 

Mr. WHITE of Ohio foilowed on the same side, 
and in concluding, said he would appeal to gentle- 
men Of opposite political sentiments and would 
say to them, consent but to go with us now, mar 
not the unity of this act, and I will go with you for 
almost any thing you ask. Forget fora moment 
your party feelings, do this actof justice to the 
memory of a man who loved and served his coun- 
try, and fear not but the nation will sustain you. 

Mr. BRIGGS of Massachusetts, after succinctly 
Stating the object of the bill, entreated genilemen on 


all sides of the House not to desecrate an occasion | 


like this by going off from the question, into a 
wretched party contest. The people of the United 
States, by such an expression of their will as they 
had never uttered before, bad elected William Hen- 
ty Harrison to be their President; and in one short 
month after he had taken his oath of office before 


high Heaven, and in the presence of thirty thou- | 


sand of his exulting countrymen, a voice from that 
Heaven had demanded him, and, as in a moment, 
had cast his famity into dismay and desolation. 
The blow had smitien all hearis with sorrow, it had 
left a nation in tears. And could any man here 
speak of William Henry Harrison, think of all that 
he had been, and remember all that be had done, 
and atthe same time admit the impulses of party 
into his bosom. Mr. B. would as soon think of 
entering the cold and silent vault in yonder ceme- 
tery, and tearing the mouldering body from its 
winding-sheet. Both felt tohim as being alike 
sacrilege. No; let the dead slumber in their long 
Tepose; break not their rest by the discordant 
sounds of party wrangling. The House were now 
dealing with the living—with the living, who, 
alas! had been deeply affected by his death. 

If the gentlemen entertained constitutional scru- 
ples, Mr. B. held these scruples in respect; if they 
bad objections honestly founded in principle, he 
was ready patiently to lisien; but let not gentle- 


The member had told the | 


The member had informed the House | 
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mea mar the gravity and solemnity of an occasion 
like this, nor sioop, for the sake any party object, 
to dishonor themselves before the civilized world. 
Congress had made similar appropriations on other 
occasions, and Mr. B. thanked the honorable gen- 
tleman who had recalled the fact to their recollec- 
tion. The Government had stood now for more 
than half a century, and no Chief Magistrate had 
been smitten while occupying the Presidential Chair; 
but an officer of this House had died while in the 
discharge of his official duty, and they had all 
cheerfully voted to his widow and children the re- 
sidue of his year’s salary. Since then another 
Officer had fallen in like manner, and the House 
had passed a similar vote. Still later, the Sergcant- 
at-arms of the Senate had deceased: the Senate 
voted the same allowance, besides granting a sum 
sufficient to remove his remains from the seat 
of Government to his distant native State. So 
when a beloved and distinguished General in the 
United States service had died here at the seat 
of Government, Congress had voted to his widow 
one year’s pay of her deceased husband. He thank- 
ed his friend from New York [Mr. Warp] for re- 
calling with so much feeling, that just act to the 
remembrance of the House, and he thanked that 
gentleman for anoiher thing, that although he be- 
longed personally to a party opposed to the late 
President, he came into this hall in the fulness of 
the most generous feelings, avowing his purpose to 
vote for the bill. Whatever might be the case in 
the districts of other gentlemen, Mr. B. well knew 
thatin his own but one sentiment prevailed—in 
this all men of ail parties united. Many and many 
an opposition man had said to Mr. B. ‘Give his 


. widow at least one year’s salary,” Oh! if this question 


could be put tothe American people, man by man, 
sure he was they would show the same generous 
and noble feeling of sympathizing grief which 
hey had manifested when, like a knell of desole- 
tion, the news passed through the length and 
bireadth of the land ‘she President is dead!” At 
that sound how quickly, how instantaneously all 
party feeling died. Men forgot that Harrison had 
been elevated by the vote of a party; they saw 
only the bolt from above, and they were bowed 
awe-stricken beiure the dreadful blow. At once 
the sympathies of all hearts were diawn towards 
the family of the deceased—ihere had then been 
butone opinion throughout the land, he believed 
there was but one now, and he hoped that Con- 
gress, with the united voice and act, would respond 
to the sentiment of a grateful and a generous 
people. 

After some remarks from Mr. PENDLETON 
of Ohio in favor of the bill— 

Mr. PAYNE of Alabama, observed that, as be 
intended to vete against this proposition, it was 
due to himself to state the reasons wich would ac- 
tuate him. In doing so, he was not called to exa- 
mine either the merits or demerits of General Har- 
rison. ‘They had nothing to do with the question. 
The question before the House was, not wheiher 
General Harrison wes or was not a meritorious 
individval, but whether that House would make an 
appropriation to his widow and descendants. That 
being the question, the first inquiry was, had the 
House a right to vote this money, and, if they had, 
was it proper to doso?’) Mr. P. was one of those 
whe believed that Congress had no constitutional 
right to appropriate the public money for such an 
object. He quoted the language of the Constitu- 
tion, and then inquired whether this was an appro- 
priation to pay the debts of the Union, to secure 
the common defence, or to promote the general 
welfare? He denied that precedents ever ought 
to be considered assetiling a constitational ques- 
tion. If they could, then the people had no reme- 
dy. Itwas not pretended thatthis money was to 
be given as areward for General Harrison’s pub- 
lic services, but to reimburse him for the expense 
of an electioneering campaign. 
ly worse, 

If it was a reward of his services in battle, then 
how many others had shared the same peril and 
were entitied to the same reward? The humblest 
manamong those gallant spirits who had stood 


side by side with Harrison inthe bloody field, were 
equally entitled with him to the gratitude of the 


This was infinite-* 





country. Mr. P. genied that there was any pri- 
vileged class in this country; but if some humbler 
family had been deprived of its head, would a bill 
have been reported here making a grant for their 
reliei? if the dead man had lost his life in an 
endeavor to better his situation, not by an election- 
eering canvass, not by some hazardous enterprise, 
would his family demand a pension? Surely not. 

Why then grantitin this case? What was the 

condition of the families of other Presidents? The 

descendants of Jefferson were very peor, if not in- 
solvent, and had not they asgocd aclaim upon 

Congress as the widow of General Harrison? Mr. 

P. concluded by observing that he was neither to 

be cajoiecd on one hand, nor dragooned on the 

other, into voting for what he believed to be 
wrong. His constituents would be pleased with 
any thing he should do in the case, and he should 
|} take that course which he believed to be right. 
Mr. STOKELY followed in favor of the bill, 
|} and in reply to the consutational objections urged 
| against the appropriation. With regard to the 
family of Mr. Ogle, he would say that no man en- 
| tertained more respect for the memory of the late 
| Mr. Ogle, or sympathized more with his family 
than he did But he would ask if the case of Mr. 
Ogle bore any comparison to that of Gen. Harri- 
sen? He imagined not. The services of the two 
men were very unlike and dissimilar in their cha- 
racter. Mr. Ogle was not, at the time of his death, 
in the discharge of a public duty, and he died at 
home during the recess of Congress. And neither 
had he incurred heavy expenses like General Har- 
rison, when called upon by the people to fill a 
high and responsible station in the Government. 
Indeed, the two cases were totally different in their 
character. And he would say that honor, patriot- 
ism, and a proper respect for the illustrious dead, 
prompted us to remunerate the family of the late 
President for the expenses to which they bad been 
necessarily put on the occasion of the elevation of 
General Harrison. Ele hoped that this bill would 
be passed without any amendment being tacked to 
i', and in order to prove that the common remark 
that Republics are ungrateful is not true. He had 
sincerely hoped that the bill would have been pass- 
ed sub silentio. 

Mr. S. next adverted to the pension laws, which 
grant, in many instances, to the widow of a pen- 
sioner, the same compensation tbat her husband re- 
ceived, putting her ia his place, as it were, afier his 
death. 

Mr. SNYDER remarked that he was in favor of 
acting according to the gelden rule of “rendering 
unto Caesar the things that are Cesar’s.”” He was 
disposed to render unto every man his due; and 
therefore, he would do so in respect to Gen. Harri- 
son. His object was to have equal and exact jus- 
tice extended to all who had served their country 
honestly and faithfully. This, then, was the mo- 
tive which had induced him to bring forward his 
amendment. He would not say one word of de- 
traction in regard to Gen. Harrison. He would 
say, however, that the claims of Mrs. Ogle were 
equally as strong and deserving as those of Mrs. 
Harrison; bat he did not pretend to ask $25,000, 
being the amount of the President’s salary, for her. 
He wished to furnish his constituents with a reason 
why he had voted for this appropriation; and if he 
could not vote for this appropriation upon general 
principles, he was conscientiously bound to vote 
against it. He hoped, however, that the bill would 
be recommitted for the purpose of amendment; but 
if that course should not be adopted, then he would 
feel himself compelled to seek, in some other mode 
from Congress, that relief which he believed to be 
due to Mrs. Ogle and Col. Christian Schroyer; and 
he thought this was the proper mode of getung at 
his object, and therefore he proposed to afhend by 
inserting in the sixth line of the bill the following: 

“That the sam of $1,008 be paid as a gratuity, 
and that the sum of $500 be paid semi-annually on 
the first days of January and July, during the life- 
time of Mrs. Harrison.” 

He said he had intrcduced this amendment as a 
safeguard, and to enable him to carry out bis views 
in reference to those persons whom he conceived to 
have claims equally werthy with those of Mrs. 
Harrison. If it was in order to recommit the bill 
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tothe committee from whence it came, and they 
would introduce an appropriation for Mrs. Ogle 
and Cclonel Christian Schroyer, then he would 
vote for an appropriation for Mrs. Harrison. He 
begged to have the report, which he held in his 
band, read by the Clerk, and which wes made in 
reference to Col. Schroyer’s claim. 

Wir. COOPER rose to a point of order. He de- 
sired to know whether it was in order ona bill of 
his character to offey a report in relation to a mail 
route. 

The CHAIRMAN was understood to intimate 
that the reading of such a report was not in order. 

Mr. SNYDER again proceeding in his course of 
remark«— 

Mr. COOPER again rose to a point of order. He 
submitted that the claim of Col. Schroyer is nota 
subject to be debated now. 

Mr. SNYDER said if the gentleman would set 
a day apart for that purpose, he would be glad to 
meet and diseuss it with him. 

Mr. COOPER replied that he could not consent 
‘o enter into any such agreement. 

Mr. PROFFIT called the east side of the House 
to order. 

Mr. MALLORY called the west side of the 
House to order. 

Mr. GILMER called gentlemen ef both hemi 
spheres to order, 


Mr. G. thea remarked that it was getting late, 


and thai it was evident many other gentlemen de- 
sired to express their sentiments in relation to the 
bill. He would, therefore, respectfully suggest 
whether it would not be better for the committee to 
rise, and resume the consideration of the subject 
to-moriow, by which time members would no 
doubt have retlected sufficiently on the matter, so 
as to be able '0 vote one way or the other. 

On motion, the committee rose, 

And the jiouse adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Fripay, June 18, 1841. 

Mr. PORTER presented the memorial of a 
number of citizens of Michigan against the remo- 
val of the Land Office ia the Saganaw Dis- 
trict. 

Mr. EVANS presented a memorial of citizens of 
Madison, Wiskonsan Territory, praying the pas- 
sage of a general bankrupt law. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented memorials fora 
bankrupt law from citizens of Dixen, Illinois, and 
citizens of the city of New York. 

These memoria!s were referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented the joint resolutions 
of ihe Legislature of the State of Maine recom- 
mending an a!teration of the Constitution so as to 
limit the eligibility of the President to a single 
term. 

Mr. W. also presented resolutions of the same 
body in favor of the payment of indemnities to 
eitizens who suflered from French spoliations prior 
tog] 800. 

These memorials were read, laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GATES presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislatare Of Massachusetts in favor of an altera- 
tion Of the Constitution so as to limit the eligibili- 
ty of the Presiceot to a single term, and that the 
election shall take place on one day in all the 
States; which were laid on the table and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a memorial 
of citizens of S:. Louts in favor of the charter of 
a National Bank; which was referred to the Select 
Commiit°e on the Currency. 

Mr. WALKER sabmitted the following resolu- 
ion,ewhich was considered and agreed tc: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed 
to communicate to the Senate a statement of the 
egciegate of the population of the United States 
and ‘teiritories, and in the District of Columbia, 
under the !ast @ensus; distinguishing in three sepa- 
rate coluuns the number of whites, of free persons 
of color, and of all olber persons, 

CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL. 

The CHAIR stated that he had received a com- 

munication from the Governor fof Maryland, en- 
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closing an act of the Legislature of that State on 
the subject of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, 
with a request that he would submit it to the Se- 
nate. 

Mr.MERRICK said that he would briefly explain 
the object of this bill. The States of Virginia and 
Maryland and the United States were copartners 
jointly in this canal. The Legislature of his State 
had recently passed an act providing means to 
complete the canal te Cumberland, to the amount 
of two millions of dollars. Bat there were certain 
provisions of the bill which required the assent of 
the other co-partners, such as giving the State of 
Maryland a priority in reimbursement of principal 
and interes's, &c. and he hoped it would be refer- 
red to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. YOUNG said he considered this a subject 
which came within the rule adopted by the Senate 
of not taking any subject of a local character into 


tucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Hendey. 
son, McRoberts, Miller, Pierce, Porter, Smith ot 
Indiana, White, Williams, Woodbridge, Woodby. 
ry, Wright, and Young—23. 

NAYS—-Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Benton 
Choate, Ker, King, Merrick, Nichloson, Phelps, 
Simmons, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, and 
Walker—13. 

So the memorial was laid on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved that when the Senate 
adjourn, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he did not think it 
it was proper to adjourn over at such a time 
without giving a reason and an apology to the 
country for doing so. He would, therefore, vere 
for it, because he believed it would expedite the 
public business, and enable the Select Commitiee 
on the Currency to report a bill on the subject of a 
fiscal agency on Mcnday next. 














consideration at the present session, and he would, 
therefore, move to lay iton the table. 

Mr. MERRICK said he did not considered this a 
subject strictly coming within the rule. It was the 
act of a sovereign State, and it should be treated 
with becoming respect. It was a question in no- 
wise complicated, and would require but little time 
in its examination and decision. He hoped, there- 
fore, the motion to lay on the tab!e would not be 
agreed to. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said it would be recol- 
lec'ed that some days since he had presented reso- 
lutions from the Legislature of the sovereign State 
of Alabama, asking for the attention of Congress 
toa subject of much interest to a portion of the 
people of that State, and which had already been 
sanctioned by this body four times, and yet it was 
unceremoneously shoved aside. He hoped that the 
operation of the rale would be uniform, and he 
con:idered the present as coming strictly within its 
provisions, and he renewed the motion to lay on 
the table. 

Mr. KING hoped his colleague would withdraw 
his motion and let the subject go to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. The question was a very sim- 
ple one and would take but little time to decide upon 
it—whether Congress would give its sanction to the 
act passed by the Legislature of Maryland. In his 
pinion it could give rise to no discussion, and he 
hoped it would be permitted to go to the committee. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama could not consent to 
withdraw his motion. There were questions in- 
volved in this matter, which would lead to extended 
discussion. He was in favor of disconnecting the 
Government entirely from corporations, and wished 
to express his views on the subject whenever an 
appropriate occasion presented itself. He could 
see no good reason why the resolutions of one State 
Legislature should have preferenee over another. 
The citizens of Alabama merely asked Congress to 
fix a convenient place to enable them to purchase 
the public lands, whereby two or three hundred 
thousand dollars woul! be brought into the public 
Treasury, and yet the Senate had refused to act 
upon it, and he thought the present entitled to no 
more respectful consideration than the memorial of 
his own State. 

Mr. MERRICK explained the object of the act, 
and said it had nothing to do with the transfer of 
the stock. 

Mi. WHITE hoped that the motion would not 
be referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 
He was not untriendly to the object, but thought it 























riod. Its friends could scarcely expect them to 
take up other subjects than those which it seemed 
to be the general understanding should te acted on. 
The very fact of making invidious distinctions be- 
tween States was enough in itself to deter them 
from acting in one case when another was excluded. 
If they departed from the rule in any one instance, 
others would push forward their claims, and the 
public business, which they had been called spe- 
cially to execuie, would be crowded out to make 
room for that of a local chatacter. 

Mr. MERRICK called for the yeas and nays on 
the motion to lay on the table, and they were or- 
dered, and were—Yeas 23, nays 13, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bates, Bayard, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Ken- 


ties.” 









had better be delayed until a more auspicious pe- | 


Mr. BUCHANAN was very much obliged to 


the Senator from Kentucky for giving so good a 
reason for the adoption of his resolution. 


The resolution was agreed to. 
CONDITION OF THE FINANCES. 
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 


ot the unfinished business of yesterday—the motion 


of Mr. Cray of Kentucky to print 1,500 extra co- 
pies of the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 

Mr. WRIGHT said that, when he yielded the 
tloor, yesterday, he was examining one of the items 
of the new appropriations estimated in the report 


of the Secretary of the Treasury, under the head 


of “arrearages due for suppressing Indian hostili- 
His object was to show how far that item 
was arrearages of the character it professed to be. 

This item covers estimates for two regiments and 


a battalion of 500 mounted men for the year 1841, 
which the last Congress determined not to make 
any appropriation for. 


{Here Mr. Wricnr went into a minute investi- 


gation of the estimates laid before last Congress 


for the service in Florida, amounting to $1,061,816, 
and showed that the sum of 18 or $19,000 for those 
regiments and battalion was incluced.) 

He had no doubt that the item for the service of 
the Georgia militia was just as much an arrearage 
as any that had been claimed and denied for the de- 
ferce of the Northeastern boundary. The cases 
were precisely similar—they stood on the same 


foundation. 


The next item he would draw the attention of 
the Senate to, was that of $40,000 for ‘‘arrearages” 
for taking care of harbors, roads, &c. He thought 
some explanation should have been given of how 
this $40,000 came to be “‘arrearages.”’ But as that 
had not been done, he would proceed to an exami- 
nation of what could be more clearly comprehend- 
ed—the appropriations for the service of the year, 
and the outstanding appropriations. 

The Secretary of the Treasury says that of the 
outstanding appropriations on the 4th of March, 
he will expend $24,210,000, and additional appro- 
priations for the War Department amonnurg to 
$2,521,336, making together $26,731,336. He 
says the expenditure of the first two months of the 
year was $4,673,000; and he has for the year 
$31,394,000, or an expenditure at the rate of near- 
ly two milions and three-quarters monthly, or, 
more than thirty-two millions for the whole year; 
being $359,500 per month more than the expendi- 
ture per month of the first two months, and an 
expenditure of $4,225,000 on the whole year more 
than the average which the two first months would 
amount to. He (Mr. Wricur) would next turn 
to the Secretary’s exhibit of his means. He says 
his available means will be $20,730,395 84. He 
says there has been paid already, vp to the 4th of 
March, $4,673,000. ‘This shows, at least, that the 
means provided by the last Congress, previous to 
its adjournment, amounted to more than $23,000,- 
000; a sum sufficient to leave an excess of means 
over expenditures of 1841 of $7,000,000. Yet this 
report makes a deficit of $6,000,941 14, He (Mr. 
Wricat) presumed it would not be disputed that 
the deranged condition of the financial department 
was the avowed reason for making it necessary to 
call this extraordinary session of Congress. A lit- 
tle more examination of this report would show 
how far that reason was authorized. Take the 









enale 


ink jit 
time, 
0 the 
Vele 
e the 
nittee 
fofa 


ed to 
od a 


ation 
Otion 
‘a CO- 
sury, 
d the 
items 
eport 
head 
ostili- 
item 
0 be. 
sand 
1841, 
make 


Vesti= 
gZress 
816, 
those 


ice of 
arage 
se de- 
cases 
same 


n of 
ages” 
Dught 

how 
s that 
fami 
nend- 
year, 


f the 
arch, 
ppro- 
Z to 
He 

f the 
year 
near- 
a 
year; 
endi- 
d an 
more 
rould 
turn 
says 
He 
th of 
it the 
us to 
000,- 
\eans 
t this 
(Mr. 
that 
ment 
ry to 
A lit. 
show 
» the 


anita 
two and a half millions of new appropriations re- 
commended, from the six millions of @sficit, relied 
upon, and there will be a balance of $3,479,000. 
This is what the Secretary himself would be com- 
pelled to reduce his deficit to, at the close of the 
year 1841. In his statement of expenditure he 
has embraced the entire amount of Treasury notes 
not falling due within the year. In the apprehen- 
sion that these notes may come in, he provides 
against their being a charge on the public Trea- 
sury. He even allows for interest on these 
Treasury notes at maturity, $1,410,000. But 
what prospect was there that these notes, or 
any part of them, would become chargeable on the 
Treasury before the Ist of January? He (Mr. 
WaicuT) understood there was an almost constant 
demand for Treasury notes—that they were at a 
premium of from one to two percent. over specie; 
and what then could be the probability that they 
would be paid in in preference to specie? If the bill 
repealing the Independent Treasury is carried into 
effect, what choice is there that Treasury notes, 
not due, yet leaving a premium over specie, will 
be paid into the ‘Treasury in preference to the 
notes of the new Fiscal Bank? It had come to his 
(Mr. Wricut’s) knowledge thata distinguished 
gentleman in that chamber had been lately asked 
by a friend to invest $20,000 in Treasury notes, 
and could not obtain them, so great was the 
demand. It was manifest these Treasury notes 
would not be surrendered, and therefore the Secre- 
tary has, at least in that particular over estimated 
his expenditures $1,400,000. This deducted, 
leaves his deficit $2,479,000, as the balance to be 
struck between the late and the present Adminis- 
tration. And,if he does not count the $215,000 
in the mint, a cebt, by deducting it, the deficit is 
reduced to $2,264,000. Here then is the great de- 
ficitat the end of the year which oceasioned this 
call of Congress—this extraordinary convocation 
of Congress at such a season as this. 

(Mr. CALHOUN made some some explanation 
not heard by the Reporter. ] 

The quesiion then presented to the Secretary of 
the Treasury and the President of the United 
States was:|“Shai! Congress be extraordinarily con- 
vened, and that too in great haste—causing spe- 
cial elections in several of the States, at the most 
inconvenient season of the year—to enable the 
Government to expend two and ahalf millions of 
old appropriations beyond the resources of the 
Treasury, while its resources are seven millions 
more than the ordinary requirements of the year? 

It would be recollected that he (Mr. Wricxr) 
had shewn that the old arpropristions were almost 
sixteen millions. On that, the Secretary proposes 
to spend sixiy millions in addition to the current 
appropriations of 1841. Is that the way to show 
the country that this extra session of Congress was, 
indeed, called on account of the financial defici- 
encies of the Treasury? 

(Mr. Wriaar next alluded to the transfer of one 
appropriation to supply deficiencies in another, 
but contended it cou!d only be done in case of like 
character; and again referred to the Secreiary of 
the Treasury’s miscalcolations, originating in con- 
founding the expenditures of ten months and of the 
year together. Also, to the assumed debt of six- 
teen millions. He showed how that debt was to 
be got up: first, by bringing forward six millions of 
Treasury notes not due; next by spending $327,- 
000 on this extra session; $2,521,336 addiional 
for the War Department; next by giving the new 
fiscal agent four millions; and then by the real de- 
ficit by which he is reduced in the end two and a 
quarter millions. After a minute review of the 
false estimates of receipts in the report, Mr. 
Wrient, in reference to the debt of six- 
teen millions, asked how was the country to 
be relieved from debt by a new appropriation 
of twenty millions for the new Fiscal Bank; 
and said that all these measures for which this 
extra session had been called, were to do—what? 
To enable Congress to give away the revenue from 
public lands, to increase taxation to the amount of 
from eigit to ten millions for the purpose of giving 
away three, and putting the balance into the hands 
of the fiscal agent. Mr. Wricnr then went mi- 
nutely into an examination of the estimated re- 
























































CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 











71 





— ao 


ceipts; then of the estimated expenditures for the 


army and navy; and again, on an explanation 
made by Mr. Woonsovry of the operation of Trea- 
sury notes, reveried (o that subject again, and went 
over the whole eround, showing as he progressed 
that the whole report was got up to sustain the os- 
tensib!e ground taken in the summons convening 
the extra session of Congress, and that tha: ground 
could not be justified by facts. } 

Mr. WOODBURY rose to reply to some of the 
remarks of the Senator from Maine [Mr. Evans] 
in his speech of yesterday. That Senator had cen- 
sured him for finding fault with the manner in 
which the Secretary had presen‘ed his estimates of 
the means and liabilities of his Department, but 
he thought that an examination of the report would 
convince every one of the justice of the criticism. 
If the Secretary had presented his estimate of ex- 
penditures for the year, separate and exclusive of 
the debt which he asserted to exist, there would not 
have been so much trouble in ascer'aining their 
amount, their urgency, and the necessity there was 
for the call of an extra session of Congress. What 
we wanted to know was, whether, if the expendt- 
tures were confiae! to existing appropriations, 
there would be a deficit in the Treasory; and whe- 
ther we were called together at this inconvenient 
season of the year, and at so much expense to the 
Sta'es, and the Union, to supply a deficiency occa- 
sioned by the old Administration, or to be ocea- 
sioned by adopting the recommendations of the 
new one. The Secretary does not say, as any bu- 
siness man would say in a similar situation in pri- 
vate life, “Il owe so much; and I want to spend in 
addition so mach.” If he had done so, he would 
have found that his estimates of expenditures were 
too high, by five millions of dollars. He proposes 
to expend twenty-three millions, whereas the ap- 
propriations by Congress for the service of the 
year were but eighteen miilions. Now he (Mr. 
W.) would aszert, without fear of contradiction, 
that a reference to the records of the Department 
would not show a single instance, for the last 
twenty-six years, where the expenditures of the 
year exceeded by one million of dollars 'he amount 
of new appropriations by Congress for that year. 
And yet the Secretary proposes to expend, during 
the ten months of the presen: year, six mill ons of 
dollars more then the appropriations made by 
Congress for the whole year. Mr. W. then quoted 
from an official decument the eppropriations and 
expenditures for a number of years back, which show- 
ed that in every year except 1839 (which was about 
one million the other way) the expenditures were 
considerably less than the new appropriations; and 
said that it was the invariable practice of the De 
partment to take the amount of the new appro- 
priations as their estimate of the amount of expen- 
ditures for the year. He ventured to assert that 
from Hamilton to Gallatin,and from Gallatin to 
Duane, this would be found to have been the 
practice, and yet the present Secretary has at one 
bound estimated his expenditures for ten months 
at five millions more than the appropriations for 
the whole year. This amount ®f expenditure can- 
not be effected in any legitimate way; it can only 
be done by hastening appropriations into expendi- 
tures, wiihou! any regard to public economy; by 
patting large amounts into the hands of disbursing 
officers, who will deposite it in banks which want 
the use of the public funds, and there the money 
will be banked on, and furnish accommodations to 
speculators, and politicians in and out of Congress. 
Now this mede of hastening expenditures for the 
mere purpose of creating a deficit inthe Treasury 
at the end of the year, was, in his opinion, neither 
wise or expedient. ‘There was also a may of dimi- 
nishing the receipts of the Treasury. These might 
be affected to a considerable extent by the advice 
given by the Secretary to the President in relation 
to the public lands. He (Mr. W.) would ask how 
many public land sales had been advertised by the 
new Administration during the three months that it 
have been in power. Has there been ten? have there 
been five? have there been three? Whereas in the 
same period, during the preceding Administration, 
you wil! find twenty. But the narsing of his re- 
sources, and the curtailment of his expenditures, 
may have been prevented by other pressing and more 








important avocations of the Secretary; he has 
friends at his elbow to reward, and enemies to pu- 
nish; and to do this efficiently, he has called in a 
star chamber inquisition to his aid. 

But the Senator from Maine said he (Mr. W.) 
had been fighting phantoms, when he had exposed 
the humbug of the forty million debt. Is it just 
discovered that this forty million debt of Mr. Van 
Baren’s administration, which had been the theme 
of every Whig orator throughout the Union; which 
had been rung from valley to bill top; discussed at 
cross roads and the bars of village ale-houses—that 
this is a phantom—an ignis fatuus? It has even 
been asserted by authority as high as the Executive 
Chair of this nation, and has been circulated far 
and wide by men of intelligence, whose character in 
other respects would iaduce a belief of their con- 
viction of its truth, and instanced a case where the 
Whig Editor of the Springfield Republican, a man 
of high standing, and a Senator in the Legislature 
of his own State, had published the following: 

“KEEP IT KEEP THE P&OPLE—That it is now officially an- 

















































nounced, that the national debt incurred by Mr. Van Buren, 
during <he four years of his administration, amounts to THIRTY 
ONE MILLIONS three hundred and ten thousand fourteen dol 
lars and tirenty cents.” 

“t-g~ We wish to confine the thoughts of all our readers to 
one great point this week—the condition of the United ®@tates 
Treasury —and the amount of Mr. Van Buren’a national debt 
—his legacy to the people—more than THIRTY-ONB MILLIONS.”* 


Aud now the Senator from Maine frankly ad- 
mits that this enormous national debt was all a 
phantom. If his(Mr. W’s) remarks had produced 
no other result, that discovery was a sufficient re- 
ward for all his labors. 

Mr. Wocnnury then alluded to the memorial 
from Dablonega, recently presented by Mr, Cray 
of Keatucky, who had warmly eulogized the senti- 
ments contained in it, which, after denouncing the 
late Administration for its extravagance in expend- 
ing forty millions per annum, recommended a re- 
duction of the current expenses of the Government 
to thirteen or fifteen millions. And how hag the 
Secretary of the Treasury followed out its recom- 
mendations?’ Instead of the twenty-three millions 
of the last year, and the twenty millions for the 
present, to which the late Administration had 
taken measures to reduce the expenditures, he 
had pushed them up to twenty-six millions in 
the ten months—being at the rate of thirty mil- 
lions per annum—and if he succeeds in his recom- 
mendations of a fiscal agent and the distribution of 
the public lands, they will soon reach not only thir- 
ty but forty millions per annum. He called upon 
the friends of the Administration to carry out the 
principles of reform and retrenchment, which they 
professed so loudly before their accession to power, 
to show their sincerity in doing it now, and not 
to pat it off until to-morrow, or some future pe- 
riod. 

Mr. Woopsury then commented on that portion 
of the report which recommended as a permanent 
balance in the Treasury the sam of four millions, 
and said that with the power to issue Treasury 
notes, one million was abundant. He defended bis 
course while Secretary of the Treasury in relation to 
Treasury notes, and quoted some remarks from a 
pamphlet of Mr. Gallatin, recently published, in 
which his course was spoken of with approba- 
tion; and adduced the fact, that, after using them 
four years, of the thirty millions issued, but four 
millions remained unredeemed, and every dollar 
would have been paid but for the suspeusion of 
the banks, and the judicial decisions which had 
reduced the revenue from imports at least four 
millions. 

The Senator from Maine had given as a reason 
for the large amount of expenditure recommended, 
that many of the appropriations of last year were 
‘posthoned by the then Executive. Congress au- 
thorized the postponement of two anda half mil- 
lions; only one and a half were postponed, and all 
of this would, in any event, have been carried over 
to the next year, except, perhaps, a quarter of a 
million; and yet this is given as a reason for an in- 
crease of five millions in the expenditures. 

The Senator had endeavored te reconcile the dis- 
crepancies between the Treasury report and the 
President’s message, but most unsucessfally. Mr. 
W. then showed that many of the assumptions as 
regards dates, were unfounded, and that in nearly 





a ; 72 


; every instance the Senator had extricated the au- 
. thors of these documen's out of one dfficulty by 
i involving them in another. He then alluded to the 
i assertion that the bonds for duties on goods destroy- 
ed by fire in New York, which bad been postponed 
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standing committees should again be appointed 
the Chair would cheerfully discharge that duty. 
If, on the contrary, it should be the pleasure of the 
House that the committees should stand as they 
were, the Chair would also acquiesce. 
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ti in 1836, to the amount of four or five millions, 


were an appropriate charge against the late Admi- 
nistration. These bonds were not postponed until 
1837, long after Mr. Van Buren’s Administration 
had commenced, and in 1889 Congress passed an 
act by which these bonds were altogether remitted. 

The Secretary of the Treasury had characterized 
these thirty-one millions as a debt—but the 
honorable Senator from Maine now says this 
is a phaniasy—as a debt incurred in time 
of profound peace, while a war has been 
carried on during the whole four years of the Ad- 
ministration, at a greater expenditure of blood and 
treasure than any frontier war this country has 
been ever engaged in—and this war still exists, 
notwithstanding the bravery and skill combined in 
the present Administration. The last Administra- 
tion had done more, considering its means and the 
difficulties it bad to contend with, than any that had 
preceded it—with reductions in the tariff to the 
amount of forty or fifty millions; with the convul- 
sions in commerce and business, occasioned by two 
suspensions of the banks of the country, it had yet, 
in despite of these difliculties, maintained the pub- 
lic credit unimpaired. 


The Senator from Maine had concluded his _re- 
marks by expressing his hopes that the measures of 
“relief” proposed by the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry would be adopted. Independently of constitu- 
tional considerations, he (Mr. W.) hoped so too. 
For he did not and could not wish any Adminis- 
tration a gieater curse than to have hung round its 
neck the measures proposed by tbe Secretary -of 
ihe Treasury. 

. The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
EVANS, WRIGHT, and WOODBURY, until 
5 o'clock. 


Mr. CALHOUN then obtained the floor, and 
expressed a wish to offer some observations on the 
subject; but as the hour was late, and the Senate 
fatigued after so long a sitting in that sultry cham- 
ber, he would be gratified if the Senate would in- 
dulge him with an hour on Monday. 

Several voices—Adjourn—adjourn. 

Mr. CatHoun thereupon moved an adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr. CLAY hoped the Senate would not ad- 
journ. He had been anxious to say something 
himself on this subject, but had forboine, because 
he did not desire to take up the time of the Senate 
unnecessarily. The Senator from South Carolina 
would have other opportunities to offer his views 
than on the present occasion, when there was pend- 
ing a mere motion to print. 

Mr. CALHOUN preferred te speak on the ques- 
tion then before them, as it was uncertain 
when another opportunity would present itself. He 
had seldom asked the favor of an adjournment of 
the body, and had never, by his vote, denied it to 
any gentieman who had asked for it. There was 
nothing of so pressing a character before the Se- 
nate as to make it necessary to sit there to a late 
hour, and he hoped the Senate would adjourn. 

Mr. CLAY would net consent. If the Senator 
desired to go on, he would move to reconsider the 
vote to adjourn over, and the Senator could pro- 
ceed to-morrow. He did not like the idea that the 
first of the week should be consumed on a mere 
motion to print. On Monday there was the bill re- 
lating to the renewal of the charters of the Djstrict 
banks, and the report from the committiee on the 
currency might be anticipated. He was very de- 
sirous 'o get through the work with as little loss of 
lime as possible. 

Mr. CALHOUN expressed his readiness to ac- 
quiesce in the reconsideration of the vote, and to 
proceed to morrow. 

The CHAIR said the question would first be ta- 
ken on the adjournment. 

The question was then taken on the adjourn- 
ment, and it was agreed to—ayes 16, noes 11. 

And the Senate adj urned until Monday next. 





to removals from office, was dispensed with. 

Mr. MORGAN inquired if it would be in order 
tomove that the preamble and resolutions above 
referred to, be sticken from the journal? 

The SPEAKER said it would not. 

Mr. ADAMS rose and, adverting to the re- 
consideration of the vote under which the standing 
committees of the House were appointed, said he 
considered that there were no standing committees 
now existing, and that it had become the duty of 
the Speaker to reappoint or app: int these com- 
mittees. Hedidnot consider himself as a member 
of astanding committee under the reconsideration 
which had taken place. He wished the decision 
of the Chair on this point, for the purpose of mov- 
ing the usual order that the standing committees 
be now appointei. And, for himself, he should not, 
without a vote of the House, consider himself as 
being at the head of one of those committees. 

Ae had also to request tha', if the committees 
were reappointed, the Speaker would not place him 
atthe head of any committee. He wished that 
the Speaker might have an opportunity of review- 
ing his appointments of all the standing commit- 
tees. It was well known that they were appointed 
rather hastily and suddenly, owing to the circum- 
stances of the case, and that that fact had given 
ris¢ to some unpleasant circumstances, which had 
been made the subject of explanation with the 
Howse itself. 

He considered that there were no standing com- 
mittees in existence; that the resolution of the 
House under which the rules of the last Congress 
were adopted, and the appointments made by the 
Speaker under that resolution, were cancelled by 
the reconsideration of the vote; and that he should 
not consider himself a member ofa standing com- 
mittee until there had been a vote of the House as- 
certaining the facet. 

He would state further that he desired this course 
'o be pursued, because he thought it was required 
by the consistency cf the House itself. He wished 
that the Speaker might have an oppertunity of re- 
vising the appointments; and especially because 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] had 
hade a formal complaint of the standing commit- 
tees, and most particularly charged that the North, 
or the Puritans, or the Abolitionists, or whatever 
he pleased to call them, had a disproportionate 
share of the chairman of these committees. Now, 
if there was any such sentiment in this House as 
the gentleman from Virginia had expressed, he 
(Mr. A.) for one wished to give the Speaker an op- 
portunity to correct the procedure, if there was any 
foundation for the statement of the gentleman from 
Virginia. So far as he (Mr. A.) himself was con- 
cerned, he wished to take away any impression 
ofthe kind. And if the House, contrary to his 
opinion of the state of the case, should decide that 
the standing committees, notwithstanding the re- 
consideration of the vote on the resolution by 
which they we appointed, still existed, he should 
ask the House to excuse him from further service 
as amember of the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. HUNT of New York obtained the floor, but 

Mr. BRIGGS rose to a ques.ion of order. The 
committees had been appointed under a separate 
resolution, and, therefore, it was not now in order 
to make the motion indicated by his colleague, 
{Mr. Apams] He (Mr. B ) objected to discussion 
upon it. He asked the decision of the Crain on 
his point of order. 

Mr. HUNT said he had risen to make a motion 
to lay the subject on the table, and he would as- 
sign his reasons in three words. 

The SPEAKER said the question raised by the 
gentleman from Massachuseits [Mr. Apams] was a 
celicate question for the Chair to decide, inasmuch 
as it involved the action of the Chair. For this 
reason, the Chair would prefer to submit it to the 
decision of the House. The Chair had no pride in 
the action which had taken place in relation to the 
committees, nor did the Chair desire to revise it. 
But if it was the pleasure of the House that the 


Mr. BRIGGS called upon the Speaker to decide 
the question of order, whether the standing commit. 
tees were or were not in existence. 

The SPEAKER decided that they were. 

Mr. BRIGGS. Then, if my Colleague takes ex- 
ception to the decision of the Chair, let him appeal 
from it. , 

Mr. HUNT said that it was with a view to re- 
lieve the Speaker from the responsibility of a deci- 
sion on a question of such delicacy, that he (Mr. 
H.) had risen to submit his motion to lay on the 
table. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD rose to inquire whether the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] could 
obtain his object at all, without. first moving a 
suspension of the rule to enable him to submit the 
motion. 

Mr. MALLORY submitted that it was clearly 
out of order. 

The SPEAKER said that the Chair had de- 
cided. 

Mr. ADAMS said that if the Speaker decided 
that his motion was owt of order because he con- 
sidered the standing committees in existence, he 
(Mr. A.) asked to be excused from service as 
chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. PICKENS wished to know the reasons of 
the gentleman for making the request. 

The SPEAKER observed that the gentleman 
from Massachusetts could give them, if he chose to 
do so. 

Mr. MALLORY said he would like to hear the 
reasons of the gentleman. 

[Cries of ‘No, no”—Question, question.”’} 

And the question being taken, Mr. Apams was 
excused from further service as chairman of the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

A suggestion was made by Mr. SERGEANT in 
relation toa misapprehension which, he said, exist- 
ed as to the construction to be put on the resolution 
of yesterday fixing the daily hour of meeting. The 
construction of the resolution was decided to be 
such as that the House should meet at ¢en o'clock 
on Monday next—meeting to-morrow at the usual 
hour of twelve. 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts, from the Se- 
lect Committee heretofore appointed on the rules, 
made the following report, in part: 
jK“‘The Committee on the Rules, report, in part 
discharge of the duty assigned them, the following 
as an amendment of rule 127, to be inserted after 
the second clause: 

“And it shall not be in order to move a suspen- 
sion of the rules for any particular purposes, until 
after the daily call for petitions, reports of com- 
mittees, and resolutions shall be completed, except 
for a motion to proceed to the orders of the day.” 

Mr. Catnoun explained briefly the object of the 
report. 

Mr. WELLER was desirous that the committee 
should report a regular set of rules for the Govern- 
ment of the House, and was anxious that it be 
done before the important measures upon which 
they would be called to act were introduced. He 
wanted tu see acumplete set of rules reported by 
the committee at once, and have the action of the 
House upon it. He objected that the commitiee 
was not authorized to report piecemeal, wherever 
an emergency might arise, but that it was bound 
to report altogether; and then that it ought to be 
discharged. He moved to lay the report upon the 
table. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN of Tennessee rose to make 
a similar motion, and that the report be printed, for 
the purpose of affording the House an opportunity 
to examine it. 

Mr. PICKENS inquired whether it did not re- 
quire a vote of two-thirds to adopt this rule. 
He then read the 127th rule, which provides that 
no standing rule or order of the House shall be 
rescinded or changed without one day’s notice being 
given of the motion therefor; nor shall any rule 
be suspended except by a vote of two-thirds of 
the members present; nor shall the order of busi- 
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siness, as established by the rules of the House, || pert could be now adopted without a vote of two- || at the last Congress, a motion to go into Commit- 
be postponed or changed except by vote of at least | a of the members present? tee of the Whole on the State of the Union was at 
two-thirds of the members present. | he SPEAKER decided that a majority vote || avy timein order, and was to prevail if a majority 
Mr. P. asked if this rule was not applicable to | only would be required. It was true, the Speaker || voted in favor of it. 
the report. He would also inquire whether this was || said, that no st?nding rule could be changed or re- THE FAMILY OF THE LATE PRESIDENT. 
1o be a standing committee, which, like the Com- | scinded without one day’s notice given, and with- So,on the motion of Mr. Apams, the House 
mittee on Enrolled Bills, should have the privilege outa vote of twe-thirds. But this was not a pro- || again resolved ilself inte Committee of the Whole 
onthe State of the Union, (Mr. Tauiarerro in 
| 
| 





of reporting at any time. If so, it wasanoveland || position changing or rescinding a rule; it was 
dangerous innovation upon the course of proceed- | only adding an additional one. the chair,) on the bill for the relief of Mrs. Harri- 
i Mr. FLOYD appealed from the decision of the 


son, widow of the late President of the United 
| Chair, and read the 127th rule, which is in the 


mene SPEAKER said that, until such time as States, William Henry Harrison. 





this committee made a final report, their power did || words following: 
not cease, unless the resolution under which the “No standing ruie-or order of the House shall be 
committee was raised should be rescinded. || rescinded or changed without one day’s notice being 
It had been the practice, not only of the past || given of the motion therefor. Nor shall any rule 
Congress, but of all previous Congresses, that the || be suspended except by a vote of at least two- 
committees should be entitled to make reports in || thirds of the members present. Nor shall the or- 
part, and the Honse might, as it pleased, receive || der of business, as established by the rules of the 
them or remand them back with instructions to the |} House, be postponed or changed except by a vote 
committee. | of at least two-thirds of the members present.” 


Mr. BRIGGS inquired of the Chair if there was || 
not a motion pending to lay the report on the ta- | 
ble. 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. | 
Mr. BRIGGS said taat motion was not debata- | 


ble. 

Mr. CLIFFORD desired to inquire of the chair- | 
man of the committee [Mr. CaLHoun,] when the | 
committee expected to make their final report? 

Mr. CALHOUN replied, whenever the commit- || 
tee should agree todo so. They had not yet de- | 
termined as to the time. | 

The question was then taken en the motion to | 
lay the report on the table, and it was decided in | 
the negative. 

So the report was not laid upon the table. 

And the question recurring on the adoption of 
the report, 


Mr. CLIFFORD said he was opposed to the re- | 
ception of the report of the committee, and to this 
mode of partial amendment of the rules, as it would 
endanger the rights of the minority, by placing 
them at all times under the arbitrary control of the 
majority. 1t had been remarked by Mr. Onslow, 
one of the ablest speakers of the British House of 
Commons, and he considered the remark a very 
just one, that parliamentary rules were instituted 
to protect the rights of the minority, and to prevent 
surprise and undue advantage in legislative pro- 
ceedings; and such is undoubtedly the case, as the 
experience of every man testify, and hence it had 
been usual at the commencement of every Con- 
gress to adopt a permanent system, and to provide 
that no alteration should be made, except by a 
vote of two-thirds; and unless this were done, the 
House might as well be without rules, so far as 
the rights of the minority were concerned; as, un- 
der the power of this committee, alterations would | 
be constantly proposed, whenever it was necessary | 
to suit the purposes of the party. They bad only | 
to call upon the member from Massachusetts, andhe | 
would bring in a rule for the eccasion. He (Mr. 
C.) remonstrated against such a course, as unu- 
sual, arbitrary, and oppressive. He would rather 
have no rules, and that gentlemen would come out 
boldly, and assume the ground that the will of the | 
majority should control the order of business with- 
out any notice, which would be the effect such pro- 
ceedings. 

The absence of all written rules to regulate the | 
order of business would undoubtedly operate as a | 
surprise upon the minority, in many instances; but 
it would be no more oppressive or arbitrary than 
this constant tampering with existing regulations. 
The majority have the power—let them prescribe 
their own rules; but let them do it at once, not in 
piecemeal. 


Mr. SOLLERS remarked that he had but a word 
tosay. It appeared to him that the will of the 
majority was to do business, and the will of the mi- 
hority was that none should be done. He there- 
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fore asked for the previous question. 

Mr. J. G. FLOYD arose to ask the Chair whe- 
ther the adoption of the report of the committee 
would adopt the rule they had reported as one of 
the rules of the House. 

‘Phe SPEAKER replied that it would. 

Mr. FLOYD farther inquired whether such re- 


Mr. F. stated, as the ground of his appeal, that, 


as the report changed the rules of the House, it 
could not be adopted without one day’s notice, or a 


vote of two-thirds of the members present. 

Andthe question being on the appeal— 

Mr. ATHERTON raised another peint of order, 
that one day’s notice was required before this pro- 
position could be introduced. 

Mr. URDERWOOD referred to the resolution 
under which the committee had been appointed, 
and whieh gave them leave to report at ail 
times. 

Mr. BOARDMAN asked the reading of that re- 
solution which having been read— 

Some conversation followed, in which Messrs. 
TURNEY and ATHERTON participated. 

The SPEAKER finally decided that the commit- 
tee had the right to report without one day’s notice 
given. 

From this decision Mr. ATHERTON said he 
appealed. 

The SPEAKER said there was already an ap- 
peal pending. 

And the question then recurring on the appeal 
cf Mr. Frorp— 

Mr. FLOYD, of New York, asked the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. PICKENS inquired of the Chair whether 
this report altered the order of business as now 
adopted. 

The SPEAKER said it only prevented the order 
of business from being altered fora certain space of 
lime. It did not change any standing rule of the 
House. 

And the question was then taken, “Shall thede- 
cision of the Chair stand asthe judgmentof the 
House?” and was decided in the affirmative: Yeas 
123, nays 70. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

The question then recurred on the demand for 
the previous question. 

Mr. JONES, of Va. appealed to the gentleman 
from Maryland [Mr. Sotiers] to withdraw his de- 
mand for the previous question, to enable him (Mr. 
J.) to express the reasons of his opposition to the 
rule. He would not, he said, detain the House for 
five minutes. 

Mr. SOLLERS said he could not oblige the 
gentleman. The public business required action. 
' And the question on seconding the demand 


for the previous question was then taken, and deci- 


ded in the affirmative: Ayes 150, noes 65. 

So there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken, 


Mr. WELLER asked the yeas and nays on the 
main question, (being on the adoption of the re- 
port of the committees,) which were ordered, and, 


being taken, were: Yeas 124, nays 80. 
So the report of the committee was agieed to. 


Mr. ADAMS moved that the House resolve it- 
self into Committee of the Whole on the siate of 
the Union on the bill for the relief of the fam:ly of 
the late President of the United States, Willian 


Henry Harrison. 


Mr. McKAY inquired of the Chair whether pe- 
titions were not in order. He hoped that the order 


of business would be preserved. 


_. The SPEAKER said that, under a rule adopted 


The proposition of Mr. Apams was to fill the 


blank with 25,000. 


Which motion Mr. Gorpon of New York had 


| heretofore moved toamend by striking out $25,000, 
| and inserting $6,250. 


Mr. GILMER of Virginia was entitled to the 


floor,and had risen to address the committee, 
when, 


Mr. ADAMS asked his permission to make a 


staien.ent. Some inquiry had been made yesterday 
whether the late President bad received any por- 
tien of his salary, inasmuch as some gentiemen 
were of opinion that, in that case, the amount so 
drawn should be deducted from the amount in the 
bill. Mr. A. had inquired in the proper quarter, 
and had ascertained that President Harrison, at 
the time of his death, had not drawn a dollar of the 
salary. The usual practice was for the President 
to draw monthly, but just a month had expired, 
and he died at the time the draft would have been 


made. . 
Mr. DAWSON inquired if there was any law 
which regulated the manner in which the salary 


should be drawn? 


Mr. ADAMS eaid he knew of none: the usual 


| practice had been to draw for the President’s salary 


by month'y instalments. 

Mr. GILMER now took the floor, and observed 
that when he had yesterday moved for the rising of 
the committee he had not proposed to himseif to oc- 
cupy much of the time of the House in debate, 
nor was such his purpose at present. With every 
disposition to vote for this bill, he had then felt, 
and he still felt, himself unable to give it his sanc- 
tion, and that for reasons which had been ad- 
vanced by many of the advocates in its favor. 
This was not a place to indulge feeling and sym- 
pathy: if it were, he presumed there would be but 
one sentiment throughoutthat House and through- 
out the eountry,and that would be in favor of the 
bill. If this were an act of generosity, if the object 
were to vote a bounty, a gratuity, to the widow or 
relatives of the late President, it seemed to Mr. G. 
that they ought not to vote it in the representative 
capacity, out of the public funds, but privately 
from their own personal resources. They had no 
right to be generous with the money of the people. 
Gentlemen might bestow as much out of their own 
purses as they pleased; but they were here as trus- 
tees for the property of ethers, and no public agent 
was as liberty to disregard the trust confided to him 
under the theory of our Government. It was quite 
needless here to atlempt aneulogy on the charac- 
ter of the illustrious dead: history has done and 
would hereafter do ample justice to the civil and 
military character of William Henry Harrison. 
The result of the recent election, a result unparal- 
leled in the annals of this country, spoke the senti- 
ment of the nation in regardto his merits, while 
the drapery of death which shrouded the legisla- 
tive halls, the general gloom which overspread the 
nation, spoke that sentiment in accents mourn- 
fully impressive. But those rhapsodies in 
in which gentleman had indu'ged, migtt, 
he thought, better be deferred for some 
fourth of July oration, or atleast reserved for other 
theatres than this. They had come up here not to 
be generous, but to be just. His object now was 
to inquire whether they could net place this bill on 
the basis of indisputable justice, so that it might not 
be carried by a mere partial vote, but might conci- 

liate the support of gentlemen of all parties, and 
from every quarter cf the Union. He wished, if 
possible, to see the whole House united, so as to 
give to their act the undivided weight of public 
sentiment. Mr. G. said he could not bow to the 
authority of precedent; he should ever act under 
the light of the circumstances which surrounded 
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him. ~Eis wish was, not to furnish an evil prece- 
dent to others by his example. He thought the 
House in some danger of setting one of that charac- 
ter; a precedent which might hereafier be strained 
and tortured to apply to cases of a very different 
kind, and objects of a widely different character. 
He called upon the advocates of the bill to enable 
ali the members of the House, or as nearly all as 
was practicable, (for, after what bad transpired yes- 
terday, he confessed his despair of seeing the House 
entirely united,) to agree in voting for the bill. 

Mr. G. said he was willing !o vote to the legal 
representatives of the deceased President a sum 
sufficient to cever all expenses incurred by him in 
consequence of the positicn to which he had been 
called by the voice oj the American people. Thus 
much he considered as an act of mere justice, and 
one that could not be drawn iato a yrecedent of 
evilomen. He was willing to vote indemnity, but 
not bounty. And to gentlemen who laid so much 
stress upon the force of precedents, he would say 
that there were abundant precedents to justify such 
a proceeding. He would refer to butone. The 
franking privilege had been conferred by law on 
all our Presidents for life; and con what ground? 
To indemnify them for expenses aciually incurred, 
or agewinst such a: they must be otherwise exposed 
to. This was not in the nxture of a bounty, or as 
a rewaid for meritorious services: for it it had 
been voted’ alike to cur good and our bad Presi- 
denis; but to indemnity men thus extensively 
known from the great burden of expense to which 
they must otherwise be exposed from the position 
they had occupied. The principle of that law was 
precisely the same as of the present bill. The voice 


of the American people, most distinetly and clear- | 


ly uttered, had calied General Harrison to the 
office of Cnicf Magistrate of the Union—he was not 
to blame for that. This cal! bad unavoidably sub- 
jected him to a very large amount of expense, from 
which be would otherwite have remained {ree 
Shortly after entering on the actual discharge of 
the duties of his effice, he had died: and it was 
now for Congress to decide whether it was not just, 
—not generous—to indemnify his estate for such 
expenses—expen:es incurred solely in consequence 
of his compliance with the mandate of the pub- 
lic will. 

If Mr. G. recollected, for he had not read the 
bill, it proposed to give the money appropriated to 
the widow of General Harrison, and, in case of her 
decease, to his descendants. He would suggest whe- 
ther it would not be better to give the money !o the 
esiate—to the legal representatives of the late Pre- 
sident. It was very true tha’, standing as Mrs. 
Harrison did, in the relation of widow ‘o the de- 
ceased and mother to bis children, the practical 
effect might be very much the same, in whichever 
form the bill should be drawn; his only objection 
was this, that ifthe money were given to the widow, 
rather than to the executors, it would have more 
the air of a bountyorgratuity. The money would 
be hers, though it would certainly be enjoyed 
by the nearest and dearest relatives of the de- 
ceased; it would have a different look from 
voting the money to his esive. Mr. G. should 
prefer the Jatier form. He throw this ou', how- 
ever, merely for the consideration of the friends of 
the bill. 

The evils of the pension system had been deep- 
ly felt in the country; but Mr. G. apprehended that 
by voling this bill no precedent would be set that 
was likely to leadto the system of granting pen- 
sions for civil services. He was not desirous of 
sending the bill to commissioners to ascertain the 
precise sum which had been expended, and which 
would be due as an indemnity, that weuld be a 
niggardly proceediig. He did not wish to make 
this act a mere matter of dollars and cents. He 
would not fill the blank, as had been proposed by 
one gentleman yes'erday, with so many dollars and 
so many cents: no, he would do the thing hand- 
somely, but on the principles of justice, and as an 
indemnity alone. 

Then the only remaining inquiry was to what 
would be a suitable amount with which to fill the 
blank in the bill. On this subject Mr. G. had no 
data to go upon, and doubtless ether ;entlemen 
who had been members of the joint committee that 
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had reported the bill were more accurately inform- 
ed. He had only thrown out these hints by way 
of defining his position in regard to this measuge, 
and in the hope of inducing others who scruples on 
the ground of the pension principle to vote with 
him. 

The military pension system of this country had 
grown tobe enormous. It was a practical abuse, 
calling loudly for reform. He trusted that the 
House would turn their attention to the results 
which had flowed, in Great Britain, from the civil 
pension system, as now in operation in that coun- 
try. It ought to be remembered by every citizen 
of a free Republic, that, under our forms of Go- 
vernment, while the soldier hazarded his life and 
spent his time or his fortune for the public good, he 
could look to none of those rewards which, under 
European Governments, were so frequently be- 
stowed as marks of public honor. There were 
here no siars, or garters, or orders of merit, or pri- 
vileged rank. Still, there ought one sure reliance 
to be leit to him; and that was the justice of his 
country. It had eften been said that Republics 
were ungrateful; but Mr. G. would remind gentle- 
men that generosity was aiways dangerous in Go- 
vernments. The power to govern was the highest 
trust that could be confided to man, and it ought 
ever so to be exercised as to secure justice to every 
citizen. Mr. G.was inclined to vote for the bill, 
as being no more than an act of justice. In the form 
he proposed, it would not become a dangerous pre- 
cedent, for no future President was very likely to 
die for the mere sake of having the amountof his ex- 
penses secured te his estate. But he besought gentle- 
men to beware solto frame their bill as to take from it 
the airofamere actof bounty. This was intended as 
no reward to General Harrison for services he had 
cone, either in his civil or his military character. 
Mr. G. did not so regard it; because, if it rested on 
that principle, Congress might as well make appro- 
priatious for the relief of the descendants of all our 
past Presidents; they might as weli vote sums of pub- 
lie money to the venerable gentleman opposite, [Mr. 
Apams | There might be a differeace of opinion 
as to the claims of particular Presidents. Gentle- 
men on one side of the House would vote away 
money tosach as had embraced their political 
views; while those on the other would do the lke 
to one who had pursued a different, if not opposite 
course, But in an act of sheer justice and indem- 
uification none of these difficuliics occurred. The 
distinction was too nice for Mr. G’s intellectual 
perception between a bounty and a reward; but if 
the sum appropriated was intended merely to in- 
demnify the estate of a deceased President from 
expenses incident to his having been elected Presi- 
dent, there could be no valid objection to it. It was 
not rigidly to reimburse, granting dollar for doller 
for what had been expended, but the sum appro- 
priaied ought to be safficient to cover ali; let it be 
done on a principle of liberality, alike honorable to 
the natioa and tv the memory of the lamented and 
illustrious deceased. 

Having thus accomplished the purpose for which 
he had risen, Mr. G. wou!'d fulfil his promise to the 
House by not further consuming itstime, but would 
resume his seat. 

Mr. POPE then took the floor, and ina _ brief 
speech ceclared himself in favor of the appropria- 
tion. 

Mr. BIDLACK of Pennsylvania said he intended 
to speak the views of Pennsylvania and Ohio on 
this oceasion, notwithstanding what Mr. Dean had 
said on vesterday. He stood as the representative 
of the embodied ieeling of the country. He thought 
a bill fora reasonable amount should pass—as 
they drink sentiments for the departed—silent and 
standing. He was no party man on this occasion. 
He did not rise to set his constitaents mght on this 
subject. He represented a high, a generous, and a 
megnanimous constituency. He did not wish to 
obtain votes from the Whigs by this measure, for 
his district gave Martin Van Baren three thou- 
sand majority. He sent the proceedings of a meet- 
ing of the inhabitants of his county, without re- 
gard to party, to the Chair to beread,in order to 
put himself right with his colleagues here for the 
vote that he should give, against them and their 
construction of the Constitution. He said the gen- 
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tleman, Mr. Warre of Indiana, who spoke yes. 
terday in favor of the bill, should have recollected 
that “they came to bury Cz-ar, not to praise him.” 
He wished to pay the President’s heirs on the 
ground of the dignity of the office, and because he 
did not wish to see the wife of the bosom of any 
President of the United States going about the 
streets begging for bread. 

He went in for the bill as a measure to encou- 
rage emulation among the young, and to put it into 
the power of some Cincinnatus in future time to 
accept the office of President, provided he hap- 
pencd to be elected. He quoted from Governor 
Gilmer’s speech, when he gave swords to the gal- 
lant sons of the Old Dominion, and closed his ar- 
gument with an extract from an article in the 
Southera Literary Messenger. 

After some remarks from Mr. SERGEANT in 
favor of the bill, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said his heart was on one 
side and his judgment upon the other. If this was 
a new case, he might be led away by his heart; but 
as he had heretofore, in his judgment, opposed all 
such claims, he should do so now. He gave his 
reasons thus at large, because a gentleman from 
Indiaua, on the other side of the House, denounced 
those who should vote against the bill. He ob- 
jected, because it was retroaciive in its provisions, 
and because it called into existence legisiative dis- 
cretion, and applied it to past cases—because it 
provided for the widow of a President for services 
rendered by her husband while in office, thus in- 
creasing the President’s compensation after his 
death. If itappiied to the widow of the Presi- 
dent, it applied to the widows of military officers. 
He considered if this bill passed, that Mr. Jeffer- 
son’s heirs might with equal propriety claim the 
same compensation. He objected to it further, 
because he understood Mr. Apams to say that it 
was 'o pay expenses incidental to an electioneering 
campaiga. 

Mr. ADAMS said the gentleman had mistaken 
the tenor of his remarks, and explained what he 
did mean. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he would then take 
the views of the gentleman as now expressed, and 
proceeded to argue that if such a principle was to 
be established in the case of a deceased President, 
it would appiy with equal force to deceased mem- 
bers of Congress, and to the military officers gene- 
rally. He said a stage driver who became dis- 
abled in the service of the United States, might, 
with equal propriety, ask for a pension. He 
thought it was time to pause, when called upon to 
settle such a principle. It was a feature of an 
European Government, which he did not wish to 
imitate. He commented upon Mr. Biptack’s ar- 
gument that the bill should be passed on account 
of the dignity of the station of the objeci of it. That 
was one of his objections to the bill. He was wil- 
ling to give an indemnity, but would not vote a 
gratnity. Le said in case of an artist, who had 
been hired by the United States in a foreign coun- 
tty, to paint a picture in this country, and who, 
after meking preparations in [taly, and embarking 
for this country, had died on our shores, he 
should feel bound to vote an indemnity, but no 
gratuity. 

Mr. SPRIGG of Kentucky now called Mr. Un- 
DERWOOP’s attention to the bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Robert Fulton. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD showed that the cases were 
notanalegous. General Harrison had not claim- 
ed pay for property lost, or services rendered to 
the United States. Fulion had, and the country 
had not paid him. 

Mr. SUMMERS of Virginia said he should vote 
to fill the blank in the bill with $25 000, and then 
vote for the bill. His judgment and his heart, un- 
like those of the gentleman from Kentucky, went 
together in this matter. He should not stop to 
look at the constitutional question. He went upon 
higher and safer ground. He knew no fractions in 
paying Presidents. He went for granting the heirs 
of General Harrison an indemnity for losses sus- 
tained and expenses incurred by the late President, 
in preparing to take the chair of the Chief Magis- 
trate of this Government. He said his posiage 
alone, from the time of the Harrisburg Conven- 
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He said it was no debt, evidenced by bond or co- 
yenant—it was a high moral obligation on the part 
of the nation to relieve the family of the illusirious 
dead from the debt incurred by him in taking office. 
He said General H. needed no praises from the 
Minister at Paris. His fame was graven with an 
iron pen upon a rock forever. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Kentucky now, amid a 
hundred voices, arose and debated the constitu- 
tional principle involved in the question. He 
claimed that the Constitution was established 
to administer public justice with liberality. He 
said they could pay, under the granted powers, a || 
debt of charity, a debt of gratitude, and a debt of 


tion to the 4th of March, 1841, amounted to 1,800. | 
| 


feeling. He said as the President was dead, the 
constitutional limit as to his pay whiie living was 
removed, and they hada right, now he was dead, 
to give him additional pay for his services while 
living, amounting to as much as they pleased. He 
referred to Venezuela, to Alexandria, and to other 
precedents, to show that Congress could make gra- 
tuities. He said he did not suppose the late Chief || 
Magistrate, who opposed General Harrison, would 





his memory, so dear to fame. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON now got the floor, 
and, after summing up the case briefly, said he 
should vote upon the bill on the ground of equity 
alone, and sat down. 

Mr. IRWIN of Pennsylvania now rose and 
asked that the sentiments of General Harrison’s 
old soldiers might be heard cn the floor. He said 
that he had presented the proceedings of a meeting 
of old soldiers, held at Pittsburg, in Pennsylvania, 
and asked that they might be read. And they were 
read accortingly. 

Mr. YOUNG of New York now moved that the 
committee rise and report the bill. 

Mr. GORDON of New York here rose, but the 
cries of “question, question,” were so loud that it 
was impossible for him to be heard. 

Mr. BROWN of Pennsylvania appealed to the 
majority of the House on the great injustice they 
were practising, after their own friends had been 
heard, to put members of the minority down by 
such disorderly proceedings. He would ask whe- 
ther the speeches of the majority had not been six 
to one. 

Mr. GORDON again rose, amidst. deafening 
cries of “question,” “hear him,” etc.® After the 
noise had somewhat subsided, 

Mr. Gorpon said, members of the majority 
were mistaken, if they imagined he was thus to be 
deprived of his right tospeak. If what he was 
about to say should prove unpalatable, he could not 
help it. The fact was, that, having at last got the 
floor, notwithstanding all the riotous attempts to 
deprive him of it, he was determined to stand there 
and say what he intended, if it should be till mid- 
night. If gentlemen thought fit to cry ‘‘order, or- 
der,” when he was not out of order, nay, before 
they had heard six words, they might do it, for it 
would have no effect upon him. 

Mr. G. then observed that he was desirous of 
saying a few words to justify the amendment he 
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President could receive by the Jaw and Constitu- 
lion. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ser- 
GeANT] had contended that the amount claimed in 
bill was a debt. Well, then, if that were so; if it 
were due, the heirs of the President, as his legal 
representatives, could get the money from the De- 
partments, without coming to Congress for it. 

He maintained there was no debt owing by the 
United States to the late President. But what was 
proposed by this bill? Why to increase the emo!lu- 
ment of the President by giving him $25,000 fora 
quarier of a year’s salary! The Constitution pro- 
vided that his salary should be neither incr-ased 
nor diminished daring the term of cffies; and that 


was a bill to make one quarter’s salary equal to | 


that for a whole year. 


| he should receive no other emolument; and yet here | 
} 


I ask the friends of this bill, said Mr. G. whether | 


they do not sce that this is an increase of the emolu- 
inent in direct opposition to the express letter of 
the law, which expressly says there shall be no in- 
crease of the emolument during the tern? 

I ask, how can gentlemen, who have ccme here, 


vote for a bill which violates the provisions of the 
Constitution? Yes, fora bill which proposes to 


make @ quarter’s salary equalto that for a whole 


wear. Nay, there is an amendment now pending 
to make it $50,000, and another member had the 
hardihood to say $100,000. I wish this to go out 
to the country and to the people, that they may 
understand the matter. 

At this time the cries of “order” and “question” 
were renewed, and such was the disorder, that 
scarcely a word could be heard. 


| 
tear from the hero’s brow one !aurel, or b!acken | and sworn solemnly to support the Constitution, 


After the Cairn had resiored something ap- | 


proaching to order, 

Mr. GORDON resumed. 
that certain members on that floor would 
not hear what he had to say. 


remarks pressed he could not help it. 


He had heard it asserted on the floor that there 
was no law fixing the salary of the Presiden', and | 


the mannerin which it should be paid. But he 
Would show gentlemen the Jaw, and then, perhaps, 
they would believe. 

Mr. G. 


shall be paid quarterly, and pro rata. 
The following a copy of the law referred to: 
“Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 


at the rate of twenty five thousand dollars, with the use of the 
furniture and other effects, now in his possession, belonging to 
the United States; and to the Vice President at the rate of five 
thousand dollars per annum, in full compensation for their re- 
spective services, to commence with the time of their entering 
on the duties of their offices respectively, and fo continue so 
long as they shall remain in office, and to be paid quarterly 
out of the Treasury of the United States-” 

This law was passed in accordance with the 
folowing provision of the Constitution: 

“The President shall, at stated times, receive for his services 
a compensation, which shall neither be increased or diminished 
during the period for which he shall have been elected, and he 
shal! not receive within that period any other emolument from 





had offered, viz: of inverting $6,250, instead of 
$25,000. 

He was then proceeding to make some remarks 
in relation to the money drawn by the late Presi- 
dent before his death, when he was reminded that 
the gentleman ‘rom Massachusetis [Mr. Apams] 
had informed the House that he bed ascertained 
from the Department that not a cent had been 
drawn. 

Mr. Gorpon proceeded, and observed that he 
was perfectly willing to appropriate the sam speci- 
fied by his amendment, which was the amount of 
one quarter’s salary. It was the business of the 
Department to pay that quarter’s salary, and no 
more, 

Mr .G. went on to show that the reason why he 
thought a quarter’s pay ought to be given, was that 
the law provided thatthe President should not have 
his salary increased or diminished during the period 
he was in office, also that during the term for 
which he was elected, he should not receive any 
other emolument. 

Now, the sum of $25,000 per year was all the 


the United States, or any of them.”’ 

Mr G. then argued that, asthe late President had 
entered upon the first quarter, alihough he had died 
before itended, yet a quarter’s salary was due, 
and his legal heirs could obtain it by applying at the 
Treasury Department. 

On th» next qnarter, the present incumbent 
woud demand remuneration fo: his services, and 
he, of course, would be entitled to it. For what 
then should the salary be paid to one who was no 
longer performing the services for which the sala- 
ry was provided? 
| Mr. G. was again interrupted by ealls to order, 

and “question,” ‘let us have the question,” etc. 

Mr. BROWN of Pennsylvania appealed to the 
majority and to their sense of justice. He had the 
names of twenty members of the majority who had 
been patiently heard on this subject, while only 

| four of the minority had spoken. He did hope 





that the gentleman would be allowed to go on and 
finish bis remarks. 

Mr.GORDON, I again tell these members who 
are continually shouting “order,” that I am net to 


be put down by any suchtyrannical means. They 
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He had no doubt but | 
rather | 
He was, however, | 
not to be put down by any such means; and if his | 


then read the law of September 1789, | 


which provides that the salary of the President | 


tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, | 
Thathere shall be allowed to the President of the United States, | 
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mistake me, if they think Tam to be driven from 
my purpose by any such mearares. 

The Constitu'ion provide:! thatthe compensation 
of the President should be paid at certain and sta- 
ted neriods of time forthe services rendered. But 
if the services have ceascd, for what, I ask, is the 
salary? 

Mr. Gorpon then replied to the cases of pre- 
cedent quoted by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, and controverted the conclusious drawn from 
them. 

Mr. G. said I trust I have magnanimity enough 
to rise above precedents, and to vote as the Consti- 
tution requires me to vote. 

He, Mr. G. would admit that the gentleman 
frem Pennsylvania (Mr. Serceant] was correct in 
stating that Congress had paid the funeral expen- 
ses ef its officers, &c. Now, he had no manner of 
objection to paying the funeral expenses.of the 
late President, but to increase the emolument by 
giving a year’s salary for a quatter’s service, he 
could not vote for any such measure. 

Nir. G. then replied to that portion of the remarks 
of Mr. Serceant, where he had urged that the eyes 
of the world were upon us, &c. and that as we had 
taken our place among the nations, it became us to 
act with magnanimity. Mr. G. agreed with all 
that had been said about this country having taken 
its place among the nations of the earth; but the 
only way to preserve the respect ef the people of 
the Old World, was to act up to the spirit of Re- 
publicanism. If they acted in that manner, they 
wou'd then be respected by the great family of na- 
tions. [Here the cries of “order” were renewed. } 

After some further remarks, Mr. G. proceeded to 
sta’e that he had heard chat Mrs. Harrison was not 
poor. He had been told upon high authority that 
the late President had an estate worth $100,000, 
on Which his widow would be entitled to a dower. 
Bat if the estate were encumbered, why, let this 
money be paid tothe legal heirs, so that jastice 
might be done to the estate, instead of placing 
the discretionary power in the hands of the widow, 
who might or might not do justice. Yes, he had 
heard that this estate was within the sound of the 
bells of Cincinnati, worth $100,000, and yet the 
law was to be violated to give $25,000 to the widow. 
{Much noise. } 

Mr. G. said that he was not to be coughed or 
criei down; gentlemen mistook their man, if they 
supposed that he was to be affected by the machioe- 
ry of the political party. He meant to vote as the 
Constitution commanded him to vote. He joined 
issue with the opposition belore the country upon 
this breach of the Constitution, and he should be 
heard. He supposed the gentleman from Pennsy}- 
vania [Mr. Sarceanz] would be pleased with the 
splendid examples of the old world, but he should 
not. He asked if this Government hada human 
existence to shower down sympathy, or was ita 
union of States, bound by the Constitut.on and to be 
governe.! by it? He said Gen. Harrison owed the 
United States $18,000 

Mr. PENDLETON denied it. 

Mr. G, reiterated the charge. He said General 
Harrison’s estate was at this moment worth 
$100,000, and that this money, if allowed him, 
should go to his executors. 

Mr. BRIGGS now called the committee to order. 

Mr. GORDON con inued, and defended the old 
soldiers. He said that they had fought gallantly, 
end were paid off in continental rags. They, 
therefore, had received no pay, and the pensions paid 
them were just. He said the money was asked to 
pay the expenses ef an electionecring campaign, 
He wanted to know why Mr. Van Buren was not 
enliiled to receive his pay for his expenses during 
the same campaign. He said it the fathers of the 
West were to be pensioned by Congress, he heped 
the mothers of the West would not all be saddled 
upon the country. He had a high respect for Mrs. 
Harrison, and for the late President. 

But | ask gentlemen, continued Mr. G. whether 
it is not the case that Mrs. Harrison is weil pro- 
vided for by this estate, woith a hundred thousand 
dollars? I ask gentlemen if they can deny if? Mr. 
G. then proceeded to ask whether, in case General 
Harrison had not been elected, his friends would 
have even thought of applying to Congress for his 
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expenses of postage, &c. Upon that principle, 
Mr. Van Buren had an equal claim for his ex- 
penses, incurred during the election. 

In concluding, Mr. G. repeated that the appro- 
priation of this twenty-five thousand dollars for a 
quarter's salary only, was a violation of the Con- 
stitution. If this was to be a specimen of the ‘“‘re- 
trenchment and reform” which the majority bad 
promised to effect, why the sooner the people un- 
derstood it the better. After all their prefessions, 
was this to be the course? was this bill to be the 
first step towards exhausting the Treasury, that 
there might be a pretext for a nations! debt? It 
appeared so; and that this was the first step towards 
a funded debt and a National Bank. 

Would Tyler be content with the salary of Vice 
President? No they declared him to be President 
by “‘the act of the people, and the voice of Goc:” 
President de jure and de facto, and that he was en- 
titled to the salary. 

Mr. G. observed that before he resumed his seat, 
he would say, that he owed no thanks to the majo- 
rity for the privilege of speaking, for they had done 
all they could to put him down. Ifthey were not 
satisfied with what he had said, it was no matter, 
for he heid himself respunsible only to God and his 
constituents. 

A more extended report of the remarks of Mr. 
G. will be prepared as early as practicable. 

Mr. MARSHALL of Kentucky now arose, and, 
after a few preliminary remarks, said General 
Harrison was called to the capital by the voice of 
the whole people. He regretted his death on ac- 
count of his country, but on his own account he 
did not regret it Heaven interposed ere he could 
have his ear pierced by the wantonness of faction, 
and removed him to a happier land. He said he 
would not stir the ashes of General Jackson even, 
if he were dead, whom he had opposed during his 
administration, 

Mr. M. lauded General Harrison’s Cabinet, and 
said that he lived nearly long enough to carry 
out the great measures for which he had been elect- 
ed; but in the service of his country, where he had 
been called, like Cincinnatus, he died full of years 
and full of glory. He considered the payment of 
the money an act of naked justice. 

Heaven knows, said he, that we have germs of 
dissension enough among ourselves to contend 
against, without contending upon this question. He 
said, in the grave General Harrison reposed. He 
was safe there. This was no question of party. 
He said he should give his vote according to his 
conscience, and he considered the House of Repre- 
sentatives a court of conscience. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN then took the floor, 
and remonstrated in very strong terms against the 
course pursued by the majority. He complained 
that while twenty-five members of the majority 
bad spoken without interruption, not more than 
one-sixth of that number had been suffered to speak 
of the minority. He asked if it was fair and ge- 
nerous thus to act. Had not gentlemen of the ma- 
jority endeavored to put down even the few of the 
minority who had spoken? The fact was, that the 
majority had, it appeared, determined not only to 
do all the talking, but all the voting, too, by the 
previous question. 

Mr. B. then proceeded to say that his judgment 
in relation to the merits of the bill did not agree 
with the sympathies of his heart. If the widow of 
Genera! Harrison was Foor, but of which he had 
strong doubts, how many other cases were there of 
widows equally deserving. If this bill should pass, 
a precedent would be established, and if it were 
done for one, in process of time it would have to be 
done for all. 

Mr. B. then referred to the enormous sum paid 
for the pension list of England, and contended 
that the odious system had all grown up froma 
few solitary cases like the present. Precedents 
having been once established, no one could say to 
what extent they would be carried. One precedent 
was strong, iwo precedents were stronger, and three 
precedents were a “three-fold cord not quickly 
broken.” 

Mr. B. then drew a glowing picture of the effects 
such asysiem must have upon our own country. 

At this stage of the proceedings great confusion 
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prevailed, and cries of ‘‘Question,” “ order,” etc. 
arose from various parts of the Hall. 

Mr. FILLMORE made an appeal on behalf of the 
geutleman from Ohto, [Mr. Dean,] and wished to 
know whether it would be fair to take the question, 
— giving that gentleman an opportunity to 
reply. 

Mr. DEAN then took the floor. 


in the earlier part of the day, but without success. 
Having been there until the present late hour, he 
felt nearly exhausted, but would, notwithstanding, 
avail himself of the privilege now granted. 


Mr. Dean then proceeded to notice the violent | 


and furious attacks made wpon him by certain 
members on yesterday. He commenced with the 
member from Ohio, [Mr. PenpLETon,] and ex- 
pressed his great surprise and astonishment that 
any thing which he (Mr. D.) had said should have 
been construed_in such a way as to call forth a 
speech like that which the member had made. I 
did, observed Mr. D. when speaking of the late 
President, say: “Let the evil that he has done, 


sleep with his bones, and the good live after him.” | 


I was particularly guarded on that point, and ex- 
pressly said that I would not speak of the merits of 
General Harrison unless it should become neces- 
sary. Irefrained from saying any thing on that 
score, and I was utterly astonished when the gen- 
tlemen from Ohio and Indiana rose and pounced 
upon me with the fury they did. 

Mr. D. said he rose now to speak with regard to 
the p‘inciples which governed him in this case. 
And there was one principle he would maintain, 
which was, that in a discussion of this character, 
all asperity of feeling ought to be suppressed. The 
sable habiliments of mourning were before them, 
and that ought to remind them of the impropriety 
of stepping aside from the pale of the question. 


I might, said Mr. D. have expressed myself in | 


strong terms with regard to this bill; but I still con- 


tend that this Congress has no power to bestow as | 


a boon, the public money on any man. 


The gentleman from Pennsylvania had argued | 


that Congress had the power to bestow the money 
in such a case, but the majority of them who hag 


spoken, had placed it on the ground of “services | 


rendered.” Now if that were the fact, if the mo- 
ney was asked for services rendered, he was the 
last man to deny to any claimant his remuneration 
upon the principles of equity and justice. 

But the bill itself proposed to donate the money 
to the widow of Genera! Harrison. On this ground 
he could not vote for it, and he was glad to hear 
the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Unperwoop,]} 


had in so able a manner expressed his objection to | 


it on the same ground. 


Mr. D. proceeded to say that he knew the feel- | 


ings of human nature, and that it was very, very 
hard for the judgment to resist the generous im- 
pulses of the heart. 
struggle in his own breast, and it was with great 
difficulty that he overcame his feelings of sympa- 
thy for the bereaved family. Bat he owed a 
higher duty, he had a higher obligation, and that 
was to obey the Constitution. 

Mr. D. said gentlemen had referred to precedents. 
Well, he also would refer to a- few cases where 


illustrious and deserving servants of the Republic | 


had refused to accept compensation in the shape 
of money. There was Washington, who fought 
our Revolutionary battles, and who was not repaid 


ene half the money he advanced; did he not refuse | 


all compensation for his services? Did he not 
spurn the offer of reward by a sum of money? 

Mr. D. then referred to the case of ex-Presi- 
dent Jackson, whoat New Orleans was unjustly 
fined a thousand dollars by a certain judge, whom 


he had expelled from thecamp. The indignant peo- | 
tendered him the sum, but he refused compensa- | 
tion, and never afterwards asked it, although it had | 


wrongfully been taken from his pocket. 

Mr. D. after some further remarks, urged that it 
did not comport with the dignity of this country to 
express its gratitude by sums of money. 

Were I, said he, a friend of General Harrison, 
I would rather have the sanction of this House, 
sincerely expressed, than all the gold of the In- 
dies. 


He observed 
that he had repeatedly attempted to get the floor | 


He had, himself, had agreat | 










































Mr. D. then adverted to the grounds on which 
some gentlemen had placed the appropriation in 
this bill. For instance, there was the postage. 
Now if General Harrison had not been elected 
would his friends have ever thought of coming 
here for the money? Certainly not. Then upon 
what principle could they ask it because he was © 
elected? But if, afier his election, it could be shown 
that extraordinary expenses were incurred in con- 
sequence of his eleclion, he, Mr. D. was willing to 
allow the utmost farthinz. 

Mr. Dean then observed, that before he re- 
sumed his seat he had a word to say to the mem- 
ber from Indiana, (Mr. Lane,] and the member 
from Ohio, [Mr. Wmre,] who on yesterday had 
pounced upon him with such savage fury. He 
was perfectly astonished ‘to see the excitement 
whick those members manifested even while he 
was speaking. I did not, said he, call them to or- 
der, because I never do call members to order, and 
[ feel that] am now descending very much in no- 
licing the gross and abusive epithets applied to me 
by them. I feel that I ought rather to treat them 
with perfect contempt. 

The member from Indiana talked about my gray 
hairs, and the sudden fary with which he broke out, 
reminded me ef the bursting of a cider barrel. 
(Great laughter.) Bat to be serious, he talked 
about my gray hairs! Was not that a fine exhibi- 
tion of feeling from so young a mau? [admit that 
I am old, that my bairs are gray, and that -my 
head is bearing blossoms for the grave; but is that 
a reason why a young man should attack me with 
such savage violence because I expressed my con- 
scientiows scruples against this bill? 

I am an old man, and my hairs are gray, but in 
the course of my life, I think I have been where 
that young man would shrink from being. So far 
from detracting from the laurels of an old sol- 
dier, I can never do it. I have seen service my- 
self, and I know the duties of a soldier, and can 
feel for one who has served his country as such. 
I have seen the hardships of those men who have 
fought for their country. I know both the feelings 
and the heart of a soldier, and such a man who has 
served his country faithfully can never receive 
censure atmy hands. I would rather have my 
head cut off, than I would detract a single iota from 
the honor of a soldier of this nation.. 

The member from Indiana has talked about my 
“achieving a notorious immortality by opposition 
to this bill.” I will tell him in reply, that if he 
seeks to achieve immortality by his personal at- 
tacks upon me, he is welcome, but Tenvy not the 
immortality of the man who disregards the rule 
of moral propriety. 

Mr. D. after some further very severe remarks 
on the savage atiack upon him on yesterday, con- 
cluded by reiterating all the objections in his for- 
mer speech against the bill. 

Mr. Youna having withdrawn his proposition 
to insert $50,000,) the question was taken on the 
next highest amount, and the blank was ordered to 
be filled with $25,000. 

And the committee rose and reported the bill to 
the Heuse. 

And the question being on concurring with the 
committee in the amount of the appropriation, 


Mr. FILLMORE moved the previous question, 
which was seconded. 


Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina hoped the 
gentleman wou'd withdraw the call for the previ- 
ous question, that he Mr. C. might offer an amend- 
ment. He wished to insert “legal representatives” 
instead of ‘‘widow,” in order that it might appear 
that the money was for expenses incurred by Gen. 
Harrison, and not as a donation. In that sbape 
only he conid vote for the bill. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he could not withdraw the 
motion for the previous question, as it had been 
seconded. 

A motion to adjourn was made and rejected. 

And the main question was ordered to be taken. 

Mr. WELLER moved an adjournment, which 
was lost. | 

And the question recurring on the main question 
(i. e. on concurring with the committee in the ap- 
propriation of $25,000,) 
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The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, and, 
being taken, were—yeas 119, nays 70. 

So the House concarred with the committee. 

And the question then being on ordering the bill 
to be engrossed for a third reading, 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Maryland, moved it recom- 
mitment with instructions to strike out $25,600, and 
insert one quarter’s salary. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved the previous question, 
and there was a second. 

[This cut off the motion to reeommit, and 
brought the House directiy to a vote on the passage 
of the bill ] - 

And (after some conversation) the main ques- 
tion was ordered to be taken. 

Mr. WELLER asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

And the main question, ‘Shall this bill pass?” 
was taken and decided in the affirmative—yeas 
122, nays 66. 

So the bill passed. 

And, at half past eight o’clock, 

The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, June 19, 1841. 

After the journal had been read, 

Mr. J.C. CLARK arose and said, that it had 
been intimated to him that a motion might be sub- 
mitted to reconsider the vote of yesterday, by 
which the bill for the relief of the family of the 
late President of the United States, General W. 
H. Harrison, had been passed. He would move, 
therefore, to reconsider the vote, and on that mo- 
tion demanded the previous question, which was 
seconded, and the main question was ordered to be 
taken; and being taken, was decided in the nega- 
tive without a division. 

So the vote was net reconsidered. 

Mr. BROWN and Mr. SNYDER severally ask- 
ed permission to make personal explaaations; but 
the House refused to comply with the request. 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped that the States and 
Territories might be called in order for petitions. 

THE TARIFF. 

On the 12th instant, a memerial had been pre- 
sented by Mr. Fornance of Pennsylvania, from 
citizens of that State, which is in the following 
words: 

“To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled: 
“We, the undersigned, citizens of the Common- 

wealth of Pennsylvania, respectfully ask the atien- 

tion of your honorable bodies to the expediency of 
revising and increasing the tariff. We have rea- 
son to believe that the present tariff is unequal in 
ils operation, affording greater protection to some 
branches of manufacture than it does to others, and 
that while the necessaries of life are taxed, various 
articles of luxury are imported almost free from 
duty. We have also great reason to fear that the 
present Congress intends to establish a National 
Bank. Should this be done, we are compelled to 
solicit a protective tariff. We hold that a bank 
and a tariff must go together, and that, if a bank 
be established, Northern labor musi be protected 
from foreign competition. 
your honorable bodies to take the matter into your 
serious consideration, and, as in duty bound, we 

will pray,” &c. 

This petition, giving rise to debate, had been or- 
dered, under the rule, to lie over, and now came 
up in its order. 

There were four motions pending: 

First, the motion of Mr. Fornance, to refer the 
petition to the Committee on Manufactures, with 
instructions to report a bill increasing the duties on 
imports. 

Secondly, the motion of Mr. Houmss to refer it 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Thirdly, the motion of Mr. Aruerron to refer it 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

And, fourthly, the motion of Mr. Lewis Wit- 
LiaMs to amend the instructions by instructing the 
committee ‘to inquire into the expediency” of re- 
porting such a bill. 

And the question being on the amendment of 
Mr. Wittiums— 

Mr. FORNANCE said he did not care what 
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| pression of the House on the subject. 
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| author of a protective tariff movement in this 





| House, prescribing and limiting the action of the 


committee the petition was referred to, but asked 
the instructions for the purpose of having an ex- 





























He had never supposed that he would be the 


House. He had expected that movement to come 
from the majority of the House. He had every 
reason to think so. The tariff was, in his district, 
made a question at the last Presidential election, 
and the result of that election induced him to think 
that a protective tariff would be among the first 
acts of the Administration party at this session of 
Congress; but it seemed it was left for him to bring 
it before the House. 

Mr. EVERETT rove to a question of order. 
He submitted to the Chair whether there was any 
reference made in the President’s message to a 
protective tariff, and whether, therefore, the sub- 
ject did not come within the rule adopted by the 


House during the present extra session. 

The SPEAKER said that the revision of the 
tariff generally was not particularly recommended 
in the President’s message; but that it was very 
difficult for the Chair to determine between peti- 
tions having reference to the compromise act, and 
petitions having reference to an increase of duties. 
One of the prayers of this petition was, that there 
should be an increase of duties. The President 
himself had recommended an increase, to a limited 
extent, to be sure, within the terms of the compro- 





mise act. The Chair had looked over the message 
with great care,and was not prepared to decide 
that all petitions relating to the tariff, or even the 
tariff itself, were not a proper subject for discus- 


siov. It was extremely difficult to draw the dis- 
tinclion— 
Mr. EVERETT. I draw the distinction, Mr. 


Speaker, between a tariff for revenue and a tariff 
for protection. 

The SPEAKER. But gentlemen may differ as 
to what is a tariff for revenue and what isa tariff 
for protection. 

Mr. SLADE asked the reading of that portion 
of the President’s message referred to, which was 
read as follows: 

“In order to supply the wantsof the Government, an intelli- 


gent constituency, in view of their best interests, will, without 
hesitation, submit to all necessary burdens. But it is neverthe- 
less important so as to iinpose them as to avoid defeating the 
just expections of the country growing out of pre-existing 
laws. Theactof the 24 March, 1833, commonly called the 
Compromise Act, should not be altered, except under urgent 
necessities, which are not belteved at this time to exist. One 
year only remains to complete the series of reductions pro- 
vided for by that law, at which time provisions made by the 
same law, and which then will be brought actively in aid of 
the manufacturing interests of the Union, will not tail to pro- 
duce the most beneficial results. Under a system of discrimi- 
nating duties imposed for purposes of revenue, in unison with 
the provisions of existing laws, it is to be hoped that our policy 
will, inthe future, be fixed aud permanent. so as to avoid 
those constant fluctuations which defeat the very objects 
they have in view. We shall thus best maintain a posi- 
tion which, while it will enable us the more readily to meet 
the advance of other countries calculated to promote our trade 
and commerce, will, at the same time, leave in our own 
hands the means of retaliating with greater effect unjust regu- 


lations.”’ 

Mr. EVERETT asked for the reading of the 
petition; which was read. 

Mr. E. said the whole petition contemplated a 
tariff for protection. He did not feel disposed to 
agitate that question; and, with a view to test the 
sense of the House asto whether this subject came 
within the rule or not, he would take an appeal 
from the decision of the Spraker. 

And the question being on the appeal— 

Mr. FLOYD of New York asked the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. PROFFIT moved to lay the appeal on the. 
table. 

Mr. EVERETT inquired of the Speaxer whe- 
ther that motion, if it prevailed, would carry the 
petition to the table with it. 

The SPEAKER said it would not. 

And the question recurring on the motion of Mr. 
Prorrit to lay the appeal on the table, it was 
taken, and decided in the affirmative without a 
division. 

So the appeal was laid on the table. 

And the question recurring on the amendment ef 
Mr. Lewis Wituams— 

Mr. FORNANCE was sorry that any gentle- 
man was so sensitive on the subject. If it were 
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true that this petition was out of order, it would 
be doing the minority injustice to exclude it, which 
he hoped the majority would not do. Mr. F. re- 
peated that he had expected, from the result of the 
late Presidential election, that the tariff question 
would be one of the first measures to be brought 
forward by the new Administration. He was in- 
duced to believe so. But since he had been here 
he had heard of a National Bank; he had heard of 
a design to repeal the Independent Treasury, and 
various other important measures, but he had not 
yet heard a word from the majority as to an in- 
creased tariff. For that reason, he felt himself jus- 
tified in bringing the matter before the House, that 
his constituents might know, among other things, 
whether a tariff was one of the measures of the 
present Administration or not 

Mr. F. said he introduced a similar memorial 
during the last Congress. That he had offered a 
similar proposition when the resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of Pennsylvania, asking for a distribution 
of the proceeds of the public lands and an increase 
of tariff, were presented by my colleague, [Mr. 
SERGEANT,] but the House was prevented front act- 
ing upon it by his colleague (Mr. 8.) interposing a 
privileged motion, which laid upon the table the 
whole subject, there to meet an ignominious death. 
tle thought, at the time, that the resolutions de- 
served better things, and that by the course pur- 
sued, the resolutions frem the State ot Pennsylva- 
nia were treated discourieously. The resolu- 
tions had cost the Legislature of Pennsyl- 
vania a great deal of money, they came 





| from the political friends of his colleague, (Mr. 


SarGeant,) and were drafted by the assembled 
representatives of the Harrison party in Pennsyl- 
vania, and they certainly deserved more respect 
than merely to be laid on the table, and never heard 
of afterwards. Mr. F. said there were many rea- 
sons for giving to the committee the instructions 
proposed. It was believed by many that the tariff 
is unequal and unjust in its operation," imposing 
duties on necessaries of life, while many luxuries 
were admitied free. It was believed by some that 
the compromise bill was never passed for the good of 
the country, and that ii was a mere political jackal 
sent out to the lion of a party toadminister to ulterior 
purpceses. For his part, and that of his constitu- 
ents, he was always opposed to the extremes to 
which the tariff in this country had ben subjected. 
In 1826, °27, °23,a lare majority of his district 
were opposed to the high protection recommended 
by the American system party at that time, Mr. 
F. said his object in rising was to state his dis- 
tinct reasons why the subject should be brought be- 
fore the country at the present time. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina said the 
ques'ion was as to a pointof reference. It did 
not seem to bim that the general subjects of a tariff 
and a National Bank were open to discussion. Mr, 
W. suggesied whether the gentleman was in order. 

Mr. FORNANCE said he would occupy the 
floor buta very shorttime. It was very seldom 
that he obtained.it. He would now endeavor to con- 
fine himself strictly within the rules. He wished 
not to intrude on the time and patience of the 
House. 

Mr. F. proposed to state two or three reasons 
why the tariff question should be brought before 
the country atthis time. One is, we are told, that 
one ofthe measures of the present Administration 
is a distribution of the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands; Cougress had been requested “to do 
so by resolutions from different States of the Union. 
This measure was agitated by Administration 
members, and was among the recommendations in 
the President’s message. If this should be done it 
would take from the revenue of our country two 
or three millions of dollars;and it therefore became 
the House to inquire whence the revenue to sup- 
ply its loss was to bederived. If this be one of the 
measures of the present Administration, it would 
abstract two or three millions of dollars a year 
from the source of revenue, and we must see that 
the vacuum be supplied. He cared not how just it 
might be to some States, he could notconset to con- 
sider the question of distribution until some source 
of revenue was provided to take its place. Another 
reason was, the assumption of State debts. If this 
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was intended as one of the measures of the Admi- | Abraham McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Alfred 


nistration—if it was intended to assume public 
debts amounting to two or three hundred millions 
dollars, it was time to examine the source aad 
amount of our revenue. 

Mr. PROFFIT calied the gentleman to order. 
It was not in order to discuss what is not even re- 
commended in the message of the President of the 
United States. 

Mr. FORNANCE said he thought it strictly in 
erder. He only desired to state two or three rea- 
sons why the tariffshould be now considered. ff, 
as he had said before, the assumption of the public 
debts was another scheme of thove in power, i! was 
time to look to the revenue. It might be said by | 
the gentleman from indiana, and other friends of 
the Administration, that it would be time enough 
to talk abort paying for the debt after 1 had been 
assumed. But this course Mr. F. was opposed to. 
He was opposed to first begging a debt, and then 
begging a tariff to raise revenue to pay that debt. 
He desired now to give the majority an opportunity 
of providing means beforehand 

Mr. F. said theie was another reason for asking 
@ protective tariffat this time. It was the proba- 
bility that a National Bank would be established. 

[Here the Sreaxer called him to order, inform- 
ing bim it was net in order to discuss a National 
Bank at this time, but Mr, F. was afterwards per- 
mitted to proceed. } 

Mr. F. said that the friends of the Administra- 
tion had declared on the tloor of this House, that a 
National Bank would fill our Treasury without 
any increase of duties. And this was a reason 
why to discuss the subject was now in order, and it 
was also a reason why we should have a protective 
tariff, ifa Bank be established. Mr. F. said he did 
not doubt but that a National Bank would fill our 
Treasury without any increase of duties; and this 
was the spring whence the injury to Northern 
industry mustcome. Establish a Nationai Bank 
of issues and discounts, and he wonld say that the 
increased impcertation would be such that in a short 
time we would have asurplus revenue at the present 
duttes; the effect of which would be to fill our 
Treasury with the notes of that banking institution; 
to fill our ports with foreiga merchandise; to bring 
foreign competition to the door of our manulac- 
tories, and stop every furnace, loom, and spindle 
north of the Poiomac. This, he thought, was a 
very strong reason why the tariff sbould be now 
acted on. If a Bank was a friend of the South, as 
had been alleged, it must be remembered that a 
tariff may be a friend to the North; and if a Bank be 
established, self-preservation would compel the 
whole North to go for a protective tariff; the inte- 
rest of the mechanic, the manufacturer, the iron, 
the coal, the marble interest—ihe interest of al! 
Northern labor, would compel Norihern members 
to support a protective tariff. 

He was obliged to the House for having permit- 
ted him to state briefly why he asked now the ac- 
tion of Congress on this measure. Many of the 
members appealing to be so sensilive on the sub- 
ject, he would not now trespass upon their feelings 
any /onger. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved to lay the pe- 
tition on the table. 

Mr. FORNANCE asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and being taken, were as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Landaff W. Andrews, 
Arnold, Arringion, Atherton, Baker, Banks, Bar- 
nard, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Boyd, Brewster, 
Briges, Bronson, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, 
Burke, William Butler, William 0. Butler, Green 
W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caidwell, Calhoun, John 
Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Childs, Chittenden, 
JohnC. Ciark, Staley N. Clarke, Clifford, Clinton, 
Coles, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cashing, Daniel, 
G. Davis, W.C. Dawson, John B. Dawson, Dean, 
Deberry, Doan, Eastman, John C. Edwards, 
Fessenden, Fillmore, A. L. Foster, Thomas F. 
Foster, Gamble, Gates, Gentry, Gilmer, Goggin, 
Patrick G. Goode, Gonion, Graham, Greig, Ha- 
bersham, Hall, Harris, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, 
Howard, Hubard, Hudson, Hunter, Hant, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Lane, Linn, Lowell, 


CC: 


zee Marshall, Thomas F. Marshall, 
{ 
} 


tonstall, Sanford, Simonton, Snyder, R. W Thomp- 


Samson Mason, 
John T. Mason, Maxwell, Medill, Meriwether, 
Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, 
| Owsley, Parmenter, Payne, Pearce, Pope, Proffit, 
Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Rayner, 
Rencher, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Roosevelt, Ser- 
geant, Shaw, Shepperd, Slade, Smith, Sprige, 
Steenrod, Stratton, Stuart, Summers, Sweney, 
Taliaferro, Turney, Van 
Weller, Edward D. White, 
| Thomas W. Williams, Lewis 
pher H. Williams, Joreph L. 
| ¥ “ry and John Young—130. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, 8. J. Andrews, 
Beeson, Bidiack, Boardman, Borden, Bowne, Chas. 
Brown, Burnell, Cooper, Richard D. Davis, Di- 
mock, Doig, John Edwards, Egbert, Everett, Fer- 
ris, J. G. Floyd, Charlrs A. Floyd, Fornance, Ger- 
ry, Giddings, Gustine, Wm. S. Hastings, John 
Hastings, Henry, Ingersoll, J. Irvin, Wm. W. I[r- 
win, Jack, James, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Law- 
rence, Marchand, Mashioit, Mathews, Mattocks, 
Maynard, Newhard, Oliver, Patridge, Pendleton, 
Piumer, Ramsey, Randolph, Reding, Russell, Sal- 


Rensselaer, Warren, 
Joseph L. White, 
Williams, Christo- 
Williams, Wood, 


| son, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomliuson, Trumbull, 
_ Underwood, Van Buren, Wallace, Ward, Watter- 
| son, Westbrook, Winthrop, and A. Young—60. 
So the petition was laid on the table. 

| Mr. MORGAN inquired of the Speaker if there 
| was not another memorial of a similarcharacter on 
| the table which wouid now come up in ils order? 
The SPEAKER replied that there was. It had 
been laid over on a former day, objection having 
been made to it. 

This was a petition, heretofore pr2sented by Mr. 
Kennepy of Maryland, from citizens of Baltimore, 
praying for a reduction of duties on foreign tubac- 

coand for an increase of duties on Spanish se- 

ars. 

: Mr. K. moved its reference to the Committee on 

Manulactures. 

And Mr. Arnerton had moved its reference to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. MORGAN now moved to lay the petilion 
on the table. 

Which motion prevailing, the petition was laid 
on the table. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

| The SPEAKER called for petitioas and memo- 

| rials in the reverse order of ihe States and Territo- 
ilies, and peti‘ions were presented by the following 
genilemen: 

Mr. HOWARD of Michigan. 

[Mr. Lawrence of Pennsylvania here rose, and 
inquired of the Speaker if petitions in relation to 

| the tariff could be received at the present session? 
to which inquiry, 

The SPEAKER said that the CHaim had de- 

| cided that such petitions were receivable.} 

Mr. MILLER of Missouri. 

Mr.CRAVENS of Indiana. 
| Messis. SWENEY, PENDLETON, STOKE- 
| LY, COWEN, MASON, MORROW, and RIDG- 
WAY, of Ohio. 

Mr. W. B. CAMPBELL of Tennessee. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD of Kentucky. 

[Mr. Unperwoop presented the memorial of 
Samuel Raub, jr. which he stated was a prayer for 
Congress to purchase a plan for national de- 
fence, which the memorialist set forth as capable 
of defending our vessels of war and fortifications 
trom the assaults of all enemies whatever. 
memorial, with a draft of the plan ,was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs.] 

Mr. HOLMES of South Carolina. 

Messrs. DEBERY and STANLY of North Ca- 
rolina, 

Mr. SUMMERS of Virginia. 

Messrs. SOLLERS and WILLIAMS of Mary- 
land. 

Messrs. SERGEANT and BIDLACK of Penn- 
sylvania. 

jo BREWSTER, BARNARD, GREIG, 
CHITTENDEN, FILLMORE, MORGAN, 


CHILDS, Wwcob, SANFORD, and McCLEL- 


LAN, of New York. 
(Mr. McCuexian of New York presented a pe- 


The* 


tition of 100 citizens of the city of New York, 
praying Congress to establish a general bankrupt 
law at the present session. ] 

Mr. HALL of Vermont. 

Messrs. SMITH and BOARDMAN of Con. 
neciicut. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST.of Rhode Island. 

Messrs. PARMENTER, HUDSON nd 
ADAMS of Massachusetts. 

(Mr. Parmenter presented the petition of John 
Sargeant and one hundred and thirty-three citizens 
of Cambridge; and Abel Jewett and twenty-four 
citizens of Pepperell, in the State of Massachu- 
seiis, for a general bankrupt law.) 

{Mr. Apams stated thathe had a large number 
of petitions (failing under the rule adopted by the 
House for the present session) of which he pro- 
posed to send a list to the Clerk’s table, containing 
a statement of them, which the Clerk should re. 
tain until the commencement of the next session of 
Congre: S, in order that it might ke known at that 
time that he had presented such petitions. He 
would not insist upon having them put on the jour- 
nal, provided that no other members had their pe- 
titions placed upon it. He made this proposition 
to save the time which would be consumed in pre- 
senting them separately. 

Objections having been made to the reception of 
the petitions, a question arose asto the proper action 
the rule. 

And after some discussion on that point, in 
which Messrs. DAWSON, W. C. JOHNSON, 
SLACE, and ADAMS participated— 


The SPEAKER decided that if arigid construc- 
tion of the rule was insisted on, ne petition, which 
came within its provisions, could be received, and 
that all petition already received and laid on the 
table under that rule must be returned to the mem. 
bers who presented them. 


Mr. ADAMS said he should insist that the ob- 
servance of the rule be universal } 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


There being no further petitions, the committees 
were called in their order for reports. 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the present session of Congress, which was 
read twice, and, on motion of Mr. F. was referred 
to the Commitiee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, reported a bill to revive 
and continue in force for ten years the aci entitled 
‘‘An act to incorporate the Mechanics’ Relief So- 
ciety of Alexandria;” which was read twice; 

And, on motion of Mr. U. the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading on Monday. 

Tae SPEAKER then called the States in their 
order for resolutions. . 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be communicated to this 
House the aggregate amount of each description 
of persons, within the several districts of the 
United Siates, by counties and priacipal towns, 
prepared from the general returns of the census at 
the Department of State. 

On motion of Mr. WINTHROP, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce con- 
sider the expediency of providing, either by a se- 
lect committee of Congress, sitting in the recess, or 
by a specia] commission appoiited by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, for taking evidence at the 
principal ports of entry and elsewhere, as to the 
operation of the existing system and rates of duty 
on imports, upon the manufacturing, commercial, 
and agricultural interests of the country. 

Mr. BARNARD offered the following resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved, That so much of the President's mes- 
sage, wiih the accompanying documents, as has re- 
ference to our foreign relations be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, 

Resolved, Toat so much thereof as relates to 
commerce be referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the 
condition of the Treasury, to revenue and expendi- 
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tures, ‘be referred to the Committee of Ways and 


Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the | 
army, to the Florida war, and to the military de- | 
fences and affairs, be referred to the Committee | 
on Military Affairs. | 

Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to In- | 
dian affairs be referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. 


yal affairs, and to the navy pension furfd, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the | 
militia be referred to the Committee on the Militia. | 


Resolved, Thatso much thereof as relates to the 
Post Office Department be referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Resolved, ‘That so much thereof as relates to the 
District of Columbia be referred to the Commitice 
for the District of Columbia. 


Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the | 


public lands be referred to the Committee on the 
Pablic Lands. 

Resolved’, That so much thereef as relates to the 
currency of the country and a fiscal agent for the 
Governinent, be referred to the Select Committee 
on the Currency. 

Mr. STANLY moved the previous question, 
which was seconded. 

And the main question was ordered to be taken. 


Mr. ADAMS wished Mr. Baanarp to modify || 


the resolution by inserting “that so much of the 
said message as related to the African slave trade 
be referred to a select commitiee of nine mem- 
bers.” 

Mr. BARNARD declined to do so. 

After some conversation, the main question 
(being on the adoption of the resolutions) was 


taken, and decided in the affirmative without a | 


division. 
So the resolutions were adopted. 


Mr. BARNARD asked leave to say a word in | 
explanation of a proposition which he desired to | 


offer. 


It would be recollected, he said, that one of the 
principal subjects of consideration for which Con- 


| 
| 
| 
Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to na- | 
| 
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gress bad been convened at the present session was | 


that of a fisca! agent for the Government, and the 
subject of the currency. This was a matter which 
had been specially presented to Congress in the 
message of the President of the United States, and 
also by the financial officer of the Government, the 
Secretary of the Treasury. A plan for such an 
agent had been presented, on a call made upon the 
Secretary of the Treasury from the other branch of 
the National Legislature. He (Mr. B.) took it 
for granted that the select commitiee raised in this 
House especially for this purpose, and which mark- 
ed the sense of this House in relation to the impor- 
tance of the whole subject,-would be glad to receive 
Suggestions, come from what quarter they might,on 
this great question. During the recess, between the 
time of the close of the last session and the com- 
mencement of this, he had amused a portion of his 
leisure hours with some study upenit. He had 
embodied, in the shape of a plan for a fiscal agent 
or a National Bank, the result of his reflections and 
deliberations, He was not wedded to this plan. 
He desired to present it to the House, and to the 
committee having the subject in charge, as proba- 
bly furnishing a portion of the material out of 
which a siructure was to be raised which, he hoped, 
might result in benefit and blessing to the whole 
cduntry. It was with this, and no other view, that 
he desired to present it. Heasked leave to do so 
with some diffidence; but, under the circumstances, 
coming from the State of New York, where the 
great commercia! centre of the country is, he was 
degirous to offer the plan which he had drawn up 
to the House, and that that House would receive it, 
order it to’be printed and refer it to the Select Com- 
mittee on the Currency. 
Z — Mr. MALLORY and another member ob- 
jected. 

Mr. BARNARD said he offered it in the form 
of a-resolution, resolutions being now in order. 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that the 
gentleman was not entitled so to do. 


ce 


; to seven per ccnt. per annum; 
| obliged to “receive at par, in payments, the circu- 
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Mr. PICKENS hoped the objection would be 
withdrawn. 

Mr. BARNARD said be would merely ask, then, 
that the plan might be laid on the table and printed. 
There was nothing unusual in this 

Mr. PICKENS was understood to inquire if it 
was a counter-project ‘o that of the Secretary of the 
Treasury? Itso, he (Mr. P.) hoped it would re- 
ceive the grave consideration of the House. 

The reading was called for. 

Mr. SNYDER of Pennsylvania objected. 

Mr. HOLMES wished it read, that we might 
have all the light we could obtain. 

Mr. STEENROD inquired of the Speaker if it 
wonld not be in order to have the plan read. 

The SPEAKER said it would not. Objection 
had been made. 

The objection was withdrawn; but having been 
renewed by 

Mr. POPE, the matter ended. 

[The “plan” annexed to this resolve would oc- 
cupy more space than we can give to it at present. 
lis principal features are, however, as follows: 
Amount of capita! $25,000,000; the United States 
to own one-fifth thereof, to be paid for in five per 
cent. stock; one other fifih thereof to be sold in 
open market, not below par, for specie only; the 
Bank and Central Branch to be located in the city 
of New York; the Bank to be governed by a Board 
of Control, consisting of seven members, of whom 
five to be elected by the stockholders other than 
the United Sta‘es, and two by the Secretary of the 
Tieasury; the comptrollers to receive salaries, to 
be paid by the Bank, and not to be borrowers from 
the Bank, either as principal or surety; the Bank, 
at its branches, to be a bank of discount, deposite, 
and circulation; the remaining $15,000,000 of the 
capital to be held by the Bank, to be sold in mar- 
ket not beJow par at the branches for specie only; 
the circulating notes of the Bank are to be made 
payable at the Centra! Branch; loans to be limited 
to 90 days, and not renewable; no loans to be 
made to the United Siates in amount ex- 
ceeding $2,000,000; dividends to be limited 
the Bank to be 


lating notes of all sound specie-paying banks, and 
send such notes home to the banks respectively; 
the public money tobe deposited wherever the 
Bank has branches, and the notes of the Bank to 
be received, until otherwise ordered by Congress, 
in payments to the United States; suspension of 
specie payments to werka forfeiture of charter; 
duration of the charter to be thirty years, &c.] 

Mr. WOOD of New York offered the follow- 
ing resolution; which lies over one day under the 
rule: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House, for far 
as the public interest will permit, the correspon- 
dence, if any, between the Government of the 
United States and that of Great Britain relating to 
the American citizens pow British prisoners of 
State at Van Dieman’s Land. 

Mr. R. D. DAVIS offered the following reso!u- 
tion; which was ordered to lie over one day under 
the rule: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House (if in 
his opinion the same can be Cone consistently with 
the public interests) such authentic information as 
may be in his possession in relation to the seizure 
of American vessels by British armed cruisers, 
under the pretence that such vessels were engaged 
or intended to engage in the slave trade, together 
with any steps which may have been taken by our 
Government or its Ministers upon that subject. 

M:. HUNT of New York offered the following 
resolution: ' 

Resolved, That the Select Committee on the Cur- 
rency be directed to inquire in the expeniency 
of establishing a National Bank on the following 
plan. 

Objections were made, and the reading of the 
plan accompanying the resolution was called for 
and objected to. 

[This was the plan above referred to.] 

Mr. GILMER moved to lay the resolution, etc. 
on the table. 
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Mr. HUNT called for the yeas and nays. - 

Mr. MALLORY suggested to Mr. Gitmzr to 
amend the resolution to lay.on table, by adding 
“and that it be printed.” 

Mr. C. MORRIS moved that the House adjourn; 
which motion prevailing, 

The House adjourned until Monday mornipg 
at ten o'clock. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, June 21, 1841. 
RETURN OF THE MEDITERRANEAN SQUADRON, 

‘The CHAIR submitted to the Senate a commu- 
nication from the President cof the United States 
covering areport from the Navy Department, in 
compliance with a resolution of the S'b instant, 
ca'ling for the correspondence in relation to the 
sailiog of the Mediterranean squadron. The cor- 
respondence having been partially read— 

Mr. PRESSON moved thet the further reading 
of the documents be dispensed with, and that they 
be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. He 
hoped the investigation and report of the commit- 
tee would do something to relieve those of our offi- 
cers who had lefi their post from the disagreeable 
position now cecapied by them; but he thought 
there was nothing in these documents calculated 
to alleviate the public sensibility. It appeared from 
them that Capt. Bolton bad received a lettter from 
our Consul at Gibraltar of a date twenty four days 
later than Mr. Stevenson’s letter, informing him 
that all anticipations of hostilities with the British 
Government had terminated. Mr. P. eulogized 
the conduct of Com. Hull, as that of a gallant and 
sensible old Commodore, as every body knows he 
is, who remained on his station, and was still there, 

Mr. SEVIER saidhe was very glad that Mr. 
Stevenson’s letter had been read; and he now 
thought the Senator from South Carolina would 
agree with him in the opinion that all this noise 
about Mr. Sievenson’s letter and the return of the 
Mediterranean squadron, wasa small affair. He 
thought, however, that the Minister should be 
censured a little, for not knowing, what he ought 
to have known, that so long as we bad so amiable 
a Secretary of State, there wasno danger of war, 
and, therefore, he was scarcely excusable for hav- 


| ing so horridly frightened the ‘‘good old Commo- 


core.” 

Mr PRESTON said with regard to Mr. Ste- 
venson’s letter, it was proper enough, nnder the 
circumstances; but he hoped the result in this in- 
stance would be a warning, hereafter, to our agents 
abroad, when they know nothing to say no- 
thing. 

The message was then referred. 

FISCAL BANK OF THE UNITED STAES. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, trom the Seject Com- 
mittee on the Currency, repeated a bill to incorpo- 
rate the subscribers to the Fiscal Ban’ of the Uni- 
ted States, and said be was instructed to wake a 
written report. He moved that the bill have its 
first reading by its title, that it made the order of 
the day for Wednesday next, and that the bill and 
report be printed, with iifteen hundred extra copies, 
for the use of the Senate. 

Several Senators having desired that the report 
might be reaad— 

Mr. CLAY saidas it was principally in his hand- 
writing, with the leave of the Senate, he would 
read it himself. 

The report was as follows: 

The committee \o which was referred so much of 
the President's Message as relates to a uniform cur- 
rency, and a suitable fiscal agent capable of add- 
ing increased facilities in the collection, and dis- 
bursement, and security of the public revenue, 
have had the same under consideration, and beg 
leave to report: 


That, atter the most attentive and anxious con- 
sideration of the state of the currency, and the 
finances of the Government, in all their interesting 
and imporiant bearings, the committee have ar- 
rived at the same conclusion with the Secretary of 
the Treasury, that a sound and just policy re- 
quires the establishment of a Bank of United 
States with as little delay as practicable. 


The committee have neither time nor inclination 
toenter into a discussion of the question of the 
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wer of Congress under the Constitution of the 

nited States, to establish a National Bank. Af- 
ter all that has been said and written on that ques- 
tion during the long period of half a century, 
nothing remains to be added that would be likely 
to shed mach new light upon it. It ought, in the 
opinion of the committee, to be regarded asa set- 
tied question—settled by the approbation and 
jvdgment of the people, by the authority of the 
Legislature, by the sanction of the Executive De- 
partment of the Government, and by the solemn 
adjudication of the Judiciary. If it be not re- 
garded as a decided question, when, in the col- 
lisions and conflicts among men, arising out of 
diversity of opinion and judgment, is a contro- 
verted matter to be considered as terminated and 
quieted? 

Nor do the committee eeem it necessary to dis- 
cuss the question of the expediency of establishing 
sech an institution asa Bank of the United States. 
On this there is even less contrariety of opinion 
than on the former question. On both, it is the de- 
liberate conviction of the committee that a vast 
majority of the people of the United States con- 
cur; and that they are now looking, with anxious 
solicitude, tothe deliberations of Congress, under 
the confident hope thata Bank of the United States 
will be established at the present extraordinary ses- 
sion of Congress. 

Passing by, therefore, those two questions as be- 
ing unnecessary to be further argued, and assum- 
ing, what the committee verily believe, that a Na- 


tional Bank is indispensably necessary, they will | 


proceed, at once, to the particular form, powers, 
and faculties with which it may be expedient to in- 
vest such an institution. And here the committee 
have no hesitation in saying that, confiding in the 
experience of forty years, during which the nation 
has enjoyed the benefit of a National Bank, and 
during the greater partof which it has realized 
every reasonable hope and expectation in the ope- 
rations of such an institution, they came to the 
conclusion that it would be wisest to dismiss all 
experiments, and to cling to experience, and as- 
sume the last charter granted by Congress as the 
basis of a new Bank, engrafiing upon it such re- 
striclions, guarantees, amendments, and conditions, 
as have been found necessary by actual expe- 
rience. 

The Secretary of the Treasury came to a similar 


conclusion; and in his report, and the draughtof a | 


bill which accompanies it, he has taken as his 
model the charter granted by Congress in 1816. 
On that he has suggested a great many valuable 
improvements, most of which the committee have 
incorporated in the draught of a bill which they 
now report to the Senate. On this draught they 
wish to offer to the Senate some brief explanations 
and observations. 

The committee have adopted Washington city, 
proposed by the Secretary of the Treasury, as the 


place of location of the principal Bank. They be- | 
lieve the place of its location is a subordinate ques- | 


tion; but there are many advantages from the 
proximity of the Bank to the Government. The 
distribation of the capital of the Bank among the 
several commercial cities, in proportion to their re- 
spective wants and magnitude, is what they natu- 
rally desire, and what will doubtless be done. But 
to guard against the exercise of any undue Go- 
vernment or official influence, or the imputation of 
any unworthy transactions, the committee have 
thought it expedient to deprive the parent Bank of 
all power to make any discounts or loans whatever, 
except loans to Government, authorized by express 
law. In order to ensure the command of the best 
financial abilities of the country, the bill provides 
that the directors of the parent board, which is to 
consist of nine members, shall be paid for their ser- 
vices by the corporation, and all compensation to 
the Directors, in the usual form of bank accommo- 
dations, is utterly prohibited. 

Thus, the Directors of the Bank at Washington 
will become a Board of Control, superintending the 
branches, sapplying them with a currency, aud 
banking exclusively through the agency of their 
offices of discount and deposite. 

The capital of the Bank, proposed by the Se- 
cretary, is retained; but a power is reserved to 
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Congress to augment it by the addition of twenty 
millions, making the aggregate amount ultimately 
fifty millions of dollars, if that should be found to 
be necessary. 

To guard against undue expansion of the cur- 
rency by the operationsof the Bank, various re- 
strictions and securities are introduced. 

1. The dividends are limited to seven per cent. 
perannum; and, after accumulating a reserved 
fund of two millions of dollars, to cover lo-ses and 
contingencies, the excess beyond that seven per 
cent. is to be paid into the public Treasury. And, 
whatever excess remains at the end of the char- 
ter, beyond the reimbursement to the stockholders 
of the capital stock, is also to be paid into the 
Treasury. If the dividends fell below seven per 
cent. during any year of the charter, the deficiency 
is to be made good out of the surpluses previously 
paid into the Treasury. The effect of this provi- 
sion is, to make a permanent and invariable seven 
per cent. bank stock, assuming that the adminis- 
tration of the Bank is conducted with integrity and 
ability. 

2. The debts due to the Bank are required not 
to exceed the amount of the capital stock actually 
paid in, and 75 per cent. thereon, which is a great- 
er restriction than usual. 

The total amount of debts which the Bank is au- 
thorized to contract, over and above the deposites, 
is net to exceed twenty-five millions of dollars, 
which is also a greater restriction than was placed 
upon the late Bank of the United States. 

3. The publicity which is required of the gene- 
ral condition of the Bank, and the full and com- 
plete exposure to committees of Congress, and to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, which is amply se- 
cured, of all the books and transactions of the 
Bank, including private accounts. 

4. The prohibition of the renewal of any loan; 
thus putting an end to all mere accemmodation 
paper, as far as practicable, and confining the 
Bank to fair business transactions. 

And 5. The Bank is prohibited from making 
any further discounts or loans whenever its notes 
in circulation exceed three times the amount of 
specie in i's vaults. 

To protect the community and the stockhol- 
ders against mismanagement of the Bank, several 
provisions have been inserted, which it is hoped 
may be effectual. 

1. No paid officer of the Bank is to receive 
loans or accommodations in any form whatever. 

2. Securities are provided against abusive use 
of proxies, such as that no officer of the Bank can 
be a proxy; no proxy can give more than 300 
voles; no proxy to be good which is of longer 
standing than ninety days, &c. 

3. A prohibition against the corporation’s trans- 
acting*any other than legitimate banking business; 
excluding all dealing in stocks, and all commercial 
operations. 

4. A requisition that a majority of the whole 
number of the board of directors shall be necessary 
to transact the business of the corporation. 

5. Ample power to make the most thorough ex- 
amination into the condition and proceedings of the 
Bank, down to the accounts of individuals, by to- 
tally removing from the Secretary of the Treasury 
and committees of Congress the veil of secrecy. 
And 6. By denouncing and punishing as felony 
the crime of embezzlement of the funds of the 
Bank when perpetrated by any of its officers, 
agents, or servants. 

Concurring entirely in the sentiment expressed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, that many wisé 
and patriotic statesmen, whose opinions are enti- 
tled to consideration and respect, have questioned 
the power of Congress to establish a National Bank; 
and that it is desirable, as far as possible, to obvi- 
ate objections and reconcile opinions, the commit- 
tee have attentively and earnestly examined the 
provisions incerporated in the draught ef the bill 
of the Secretary, in regard to the branching power 
of the Bank, and they would have been happy if 
they could have reconciled it to their sense of duty 
to adopt it. But, after the fullest consideration, 
they have been unable to arrive at that result. 

It was not without some hesitation that the com- 
mittee agreed to the location of the Bank in the 


District of Columbia. This they did, because they 
believed that the utility of the Bank did not so 
much depend upon the place of its location as y 
the capital, faculties, and powers, which should be 
given to it. But to isolate it in this District, with- 
oul giving it any other branching power than such 
as it might derive from the consent of particular 
Siates, would be to create an enormots District 
bank, devoid of effective national character. Such 
a bark would be a bank only of the District of Co. 
lumbia, and its offices of discount and deposite 
would be nothing more than banks of the States 
which might allow them to be planted within their 
respective limits. For all national purposes Con- 
gress might as well recharter one of the existing 
District banks, enlarge its capital, and give it au- 
thority to establish offices of discount and deposite 
in any State that would permit it to be done. 

The committee believe that the eapital of a 
Bank so constituted would never be taken; and 
that, if taken, the institution would be wholly un- 
able to accomplish the great and salutary pur- 
poses for which it is desired and should be de- 
signed. 

But the question of establishing a Bank thus to 
be restricted and circumscribed involves higher 
and graver considerations than those of mere ex- 
pediency. The General Government has or has 
not the power to establish a National Bank. If it 
has the power it derives from it the existing grants 
in the Constitution of the United States. The 
committee believe it has the power, and ought to 
exercise it. But after a contest during the last ten 
or twelve years in respect to the constitutional 
power of Congress, which has been marked by so 
much animosity and bitterness, a forbearance to 


“exercise the power would be a virtual surrender of 


the power. If a Bank were to be created, whose 
operations within the limits of the States were de- 
dependent not upon the will of Congress, but upon 
the will of each State, separately announced, the 
creation of such a Bank would add another to the 
list of disastrous experiments, and would be tan- 
tamount to g relinquishment of the national pow- 
cr, and it could never be resumed, 

The power of a Fedeial Government is only to 
be found in the grants of the Constitution. If they 
are inadequate te the fulfilment of the great purposes 
of its establishment, they can only be increased 
in the mode of amendment which the instrument 
itself has prescribed. They cannot be augmented 
by the grants or consent of any state or States short 
of the number of two-thirds, whose coacurrence is 
necessary to give validity to an amendment. A 
derivation of powerto the General Government 
from the consent of particular States would be un- 
sound in principle, and the committee apprehend 
dangerovs in practice. Admit such consent to be 
a legitimate source of power, the Government 
would not operate equally in all the States, and the 
Constitution, losing its uniform character, would 
exhibit an irregular and incongruous action. 

Eatertaining these deliberate views, the commit- 
tee are decidedly of opinion that no bill for the es- 
tablishment of a Bank in the District of Columbia 
will be effectual which does not contain a clear 
recognition of the constitutional power of Con- 
gress to establish branches wherever, in the United 
States, the public wants, in its judgment, require 
them. They cannot consent that a Bank, emana- 
ting from the will of the nation, and imperatively 
demanded by the necessities of the Government 
and of the nation, shall be wholly dependent for 
its useful operation upon the will of each and 
every State, distinctly expressed. 

Accordingly, in the draught of a bill now re- 
ported, the right is asserted to exercise the branch- 
ing power of the Bank independent of the assent of 
the States. The committee dare not allow them- 
selves to believe that the bill is free from all-de- 
fects, but they do hope that these, in a spirit of li- 
berality, will be corrected by the superior wisdom 
of the Senate and of the House, and that the pre- 
sent session will be signalized by the establishment 
of a national institution, which has become a de- 
sideratum to the general prosperity. 

The advantages which will flow from sush an 
institution, in both our domestic and foreign rela- 
tions, are manifest and incontestable. 








